Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



THE 

NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 

PURCHASED FROM THE 

JAMES OWEN PROUDFIT FUND 



/.v 



> 



t 



THB 



JOURNAL OF PENROSE. 



} 



CALEDONIAN MKRCURY PRESSy 
EQINBURGB, Itt^ 



THB 



JOURNAL 



ov 



LLEWELLlN PENROSE, 



SEAMAN. 



IN FOiri^ yOLUStE&. 



VOL. lU 



LONDONt 

PRINTED FOR 

JOHN MURRAY, ALBEMARLB STREET, 
AND WILLIAM BLACK WOOPj ESINBUaGH. 

1815« 



«B NSW VtiRK 

rtJIHIC LUKAllY 

96909GA 

AfffOB, LBNOX AND 
ItLZMBN r<XJM)A!n0N8 
X 1968 L . 



%m 



THE 



JOURNAL OF PENROSE. 



CHAP. XI. 

J^BOXJT this time I made a fresh cakula-* 
Hon of my time, and found I had been on 
ithis shpre six years and somewhat more 
than five months. I became every day 
more composed in my mind. I was an- 
xious to subdue every desire, to damp 
every expectation, of. returning to my na- 
tive country-, and to submit myself entirely 
to the will of that Providence that had 
hitherto so graciously preserved and sup- 
ported me. Under these impressions, mj 
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spirits were calm and unruffled. I was 
awake to all the enjoyments that offered in 
my contracted domestic circle. I was a 
husband, a father, and the patriarchal chief 
of my little family. My duties were my 
pleasures ; they were few ; they were 
easily defined : I had but to bless God, 
and be happy ; and I trust I was so. 

A few days after this, Patty presented 
her husband with a daughter. I had now 
acquired considerable skill with the bow ; 
but could never make myself equal to Har- 
ry or Toby, who would strike a small huxi^ 
ming bird at twenty yards distance with ft 
blunted arrow ; but my, proficiency was 
such as to encourage further exertion. 

The world seems to be divided between 
credulity and scepticism. There are read- 
ers who are willing to believe every extra* 
ordinary thing related to them ; there are 
others who obstinately refuse to give credit 
to any, that have not been submitted to the 
evidence of their senses. There are, how* 
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ever, extremes on both sides. To steer 
between them is the effort of cool discrimi* 
nating judgment. There are few travellers 
who hare not seen things which they are 
unwilling to relate ; not from the slightest 
doubt in their own minds as to the reality 
of such objects, but being somewhat out 
^f the common order^ they are fearful of 
the imputation of extravagance in Iheir 
narrations, and would rather suppress a cir- 
cumstance well worthy to be known, than 
incur the character of wilful falsehood or 
weak credulity. 

I have been led to these reflections by 
many extraordinary things which have 
come under my own obsei'vation, of the 
^wonderful economy and management of 
-nature in the animal and vegetable worlds 
An instance or two I shall mention ; and I 
leave it to the reader's candour, after the 
above declaration, to believe or not, as he 
shallthink proper. I will begin v/ith the 
pudeling wythe, a kind of vine, which, af- 
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ier it has aspired to the top of the proud- 
est tree in the forest, drops down perpen- 
dicularly, like a number of bell ropes, all of 
a thickness, till within about four feet of 
the earth ; it then sprouts out like the tail 
of a horse, but on touching the ground 
takes root afresh, and ascends as before. 
The next instance I will give, is the 
shrub called the flying prickly pear, whose 
minute thorns are so very fine and subtile, 
that when the wind blows, and any person 
be to the leeward of them, they will insi- 
nuate themselves through his skin imper- 
ceptibly, at the distance of twenty or 
thirty yards. This I assert on the evi- 
dence of my own senses. 

About this time we were annoyed by a 
most disagreeable smell. The wind wa3 
then north-easterly, and the stench at 
times l)ecame very offensive. I inquired 
if they had left any fish garbage, but could 
find none. At last it became so bad, 
,that it was absolutely necessary to find out 
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the cause. I went, therefore, with Toby, 
in the large canoe, along the east shore ; 
but when we got beyond our old dwellings 
the smell became intolerable, and came in 
such sudden pufTs, that I was scarcely able 
to support myself. At length I thought I 
saw something on a point of land, right off 
Tower'*s Field, (as I called it) resembling 
a ship'^s long-boat, bottom upwards. The 
stench now became still more powerful, 
and came directly into our mouths. I be- 
gan to suspect the true cause, and made a 
stretch out in order to weather it. When 
we got to the windward side, I found it to 
be a dead whale lying along on its side. 
As we drew near to it, we saw thousands 
of birds flying in all directions about it. 
The fish were as numereus below, and 
amongst them some of the largest sharks I 
ever beh^, measuring fifteen or sixteen 
feet. There were likewise snappers, bar- 
row-cooters, cavallos^ and many other 
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kinds in abundance. This whale, as I 
judged, was near sixty feet in length. 

I asked Toby, if he bad ever seen so 
large a fish before ? 

" Not up,^ said he, " but much out in 
the big water— blow water^like wind,, 
blow.^ 

I had never my^jelf seen one before so- 
near. The mouth was wide open, which 
gave me an opportunity of learning the 
nature of what is commonly called whale- 
bone. It lies round the roof of the mouth, 
supplying, as I judged, the place of gills; 
or as a kind of strainer to retain their prey. 

Having thus satisfied my curiosity, at 
the expence of my sense of smelling, we 
returned, and made our report at home* 
We had this fil^y smell for above a week 
longer, while the breeze stood our way, and 
it was above a month to be seen above wa-> 
ter. When the smell was somewhat abated^. 
I paid it another visit ; but its appearance 
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was now quite cbanged,-^all the ribs were 
parted, and most of the fish gone. 

A considerable time after this, Harr^ 
and Toby went to Towers Field for guanos 
and limes. As they were fond of sailing, 
they took a stretch out to the remains of 
the whale ; and as they were satisfying 
their curiosity, they saw at some distance 
the wreck of a vessel to the northward. On 
this they made the best of their way home 
to inform me. I inquired if they bad seen 
any people ? They said no. As the dis*- 
tance was at least five leagues, it was ne-^ 
eessary to make some arrangements at 
home previous to my visit to the wrecks 
Having done this, I left Harry with my 
family; ^d being well provided with ne«- 
cessaries, propeeded with my second mate, 
Toby. 

We paddled down the lagoon, and then 
stood directly out for a considerable stretch. 
Having passed our old dwelling, the next 
tack we fetched almost as far as Tower's 
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Field. We then proceeded till we came 
abreast of the Whale Point, from whence 
I could see over to the wreck. It was 
evening before we arrived at it. We found 
it was a brigantine, and by all appearance, 
had been lost some time. Her bows were 
sunk in the sand ; her main, fore, and 
fore-top-masts were yet standing ; but the 
main-top-mast gone, and the bowsprit also.' 
Part of her fore-sail was yet to the yard'; 
the boom hung over the starboard-side,- 
with part of her main-sail yet hanging in 
the water, over the starboard quarter; 
Her hatches were gone, and I could see 
much sand in her hold, through which I 
could discover chimes, as of barrels. Every 
thing was gone from the quafter-deck ; 
even the doors of the companion. The 
cabouse lay sunk under the bow. The vessel 
appeared to be about seventy ton& burthen ; 
3he had a black stern, and on it was painted^ 
in white letters, Saint Pablo. 
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t I asked Toby if he would go down into 
the cabin, as she was but little beneath the 
surface abaft ? This he did, and brought 
out a jug of a long shape, and well stopped: 
He went down again and brought up an 
old hat, and the third time a small sheetc 
I then cut away the fore braces and one 
sheet, and put to shore for that night, ex- 
posed enough ; but this we were accus- 
tomed to. The next morning we went off 
again. It was then quite calm* I cut 
away several pieces of her sail-cloth^ and 
then left her. We were obliged to paddle 
away with all our might, and did not get 
home till the forenoon of the third day; 
We found all well, and much rejoiced at 
our return. I tasted the bottle we brought 
with us from the wreck, and found it con^ 
tained some fine aqua dienta, which I laid 
by as a reserve against a time of sickness. 
This was the first liquor stronger than 
water I had tasted for above six years^ and 
it was quite unpleasant to me. 



( 
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Our young lime and orange trees came 
on finely ; and two of the cocoa nuts were 
burst out of the ground, to the size of 
flour barrels, and had shot forth most 
amplei^ leaves. The guavas came up where* 
ver we dropped the seeds. 

I now dispatched Harry and Toby to the 
wreck, giving them a charge to make the 
best observations they could along the bay^ 
for any thing that might have drifted on 
^hore, and to bring home with them what-* 
ever they found of any use. They were 
absent three days, and returned the fourth 
about noon. They had a barrel in their 
boat, which, on first sight, I took to be 
pitch or tar ; some of the smaller rigging ; 
a wooden bowl ; part of the companion ; 
two small boards; a bag of nails, with an 
oar. 

The next day Harry went a fishing in 
the lagoon. He came back to tell me he 
had hooked a monstrous fish, and that it 
had carried away his hook. ^< It is a shark^^ 
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said I. " No, no,"^ he replied," it was a large 
brown fish.*" I then judged it to be either 
a rock or jew fish.; and away we went, 
with three conches for bait, with the sharks 
hook. When, we got to the place he 
shewed us, I threw over the bait, and it 
l^as not long before the gentleman took it. 
Away he towed the canoe up the lagoon, 
until he was quite spent. Our shouting 
brought outLutaand Patty, so that they 
partopk of a part of the sport. It was a 
rock fish, that weighed at least sixty 
pounds. We got a paddle into his mouthy 
and then reefed a rope through his gills, 
and made him fast to the mangroves. 
Harry recovered his hook also« Just as 
this sport was over, Toby told Harry to 
listen. We all stood in suspense for a few 
minutes, and then heard a conch shell 
sounding at a distance. Away ran Harry 
and Toby, and were on the cliff in a mi« 
nute. There they began hallooing, " yo, 
yo, yo— more canoes coming i** I took my 
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glass and went up. I could distinctlj 
count seven canoes, all under sail, and 
standing right in for the lagoon. I began 
to think they might be too many ; but as I 
had ever found them kind and faithful, 
I plucked up my courage. I got into our 
canoe with Harry, and went out to meet 
them. We lay by for them ; and as they 
tame in I hailed, and they all began to 
sing. We *then stood away a-head until 
they entered the lagoon. I then hailed 
them again. I was answered, *« Amigos, 
Signor,^ from my good friend Komaloot. 
I could not help smiling to hear him salute 
me in Spanish. Luta and Patty waited 
their landing with their children ; but 
Ivhen they came on shore, I could have 
wished half of them back again, being no 
less than twenty-five in number, males and 
females. We gave them a kind -reception, 
and took them all up to our castle ; where 
the greeting that took place among the 
ifomen was qjuite diverting* They , ad^ 
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mired tny little boy much, and praised his 
white colour. I found this to be a visit of 
mere curiosity to see how we went on. 

Harry ran away to the brook to fetch 
some flat stones to mark down the names 
of our visitors. Upon this, my friend Ko- 
.maloot ordered them all to be seated, and 
performed himself the office of master of 
the ceremonies. , He first presented to me 
hi^ own wife, Inna-sary. — Luta said ii 
meant yellow flower. Then came Owa- 
gamy, and his wife Lama- atty ; her cousin, 
called Quali-rema, or a tall vine; next a 
brother of Toby'^s whose name was Yova- 
wan, or paddle-maker ; Nocana-bara, or 
a commander; a girl called Ina-linca, or 
mellow fruit ; Noona-waiak, or the dream-^ 
er ; Razud-bano, or a great hunter ; Kona-> 
sove, or basket-maker; Futatee, who had 
been, here before ; Matta-lineia, or red fruit ; 
Soro-seet, or crab-catcher ; Gatto-loon, or 
fore caster ; Latto-gamy, or the returner ; 
Shoa-tate, or a bird-catcher ; Wayahe-ga, 
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or comptroller ; Zula-wana, here before ; 
Gayna-santo, or a bewildered person ; a 
boy called Fari-beed, or a singing bird; 
another called Muzzo gayah, a fighter; a 
third, Koura-coon, or a spy ; a girl called 
Vina-quota, or a favourite ; and one yet 
younger, aged about thirteen, called lasa- 
wina, or honey-sucker. 

I then ordered aill the ;;iames to be laid 

« 

up safe, and they looked upon it as a great 
honour paid them. They were all dressed 
and painted, in a very gay manner, agree- 
ably to their taste. Owa-gamyhad a string 
round his head, stuck full of maccaw fea- 
thers ; over his back hung the tail of 
a fox. At each ear a racoon'^s tail ; 
round his waist was wrapped the skin 
of some beast, and a large bunch of shark^s 
teeth at his breast, with other things I 
knew no name for. Komaloof s garb was 
much after the same fashion, except that 
he had a piece of looking-glass hanging at 
his breast by a red string. These I pre- 
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sudie were dresses of ceremony. The la- 
dies had little ornament on their heads, 
except a fine tuft of cotton on each side ; 
but round their necks hung many strings 
of shells, beads, and the like; also round 
their arms and legs, and each had a small 
wrapper of cotton stuff round the hips ; the 
men a piece of baise; the youitg boys 
without any thing. 

Komaloot ordered one of the Indians to 
go down to the canoes, and bring up some 
things, which they had brought for us. 
Among the rest was a valuable article in- 
deed, no less than a pair of scissars, which 
was presented to Luta, a piece of looking 
glass, a few rattles of calabashes for the 
child. Owa-gamy gave me another mas- 
chut They likewise presented us with 
half a dozen matts, such as ihey use for 
sails, and to sleep on ; some very fine shells, 
arrow heads, made of a very hard green 
stone ; a few fish darts ; one small hatchet ^ 
some paddles, and a maccaw bird of most 
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beautiful pluixage. For these presents I 

returned them my hearty thanks, telling 

them that I was sorry I had nothing to 

give them in return. Upon my saying 

this, Owa-gamy laughed, and said, what 

we give to our brothers and listers we 

never ask for again like cbiidren. Lama- 

.atty inquired the name of Patty^s child. 

On being informed it had not a name, she 

^desired it might have one given somewhat 

•Jike hers. We therefore called her Matty. 

I now began to take notice, that a young 

•man, whose name was Soro-seet, or crab- 

•catcher, kept constantly by Harry, and 

held long •conversations with him. I asked 

if he Wjas any way related to him. He 

^aid, up the side ; and that this Indian re- 

imembered me very well, having seen me 

a long time before. This put me on the 

inquiry. Harry then made me understand, 

^that he was the Indian^s son I found on 

;the Long Key, at my first landing there 

4rom the schooner. I bid Harry ^sk him 
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how tliej came to run away and leave me 
to starve for want ? His answer was, that 
his mother's fears prevailed over every- 
thing; I looked so fierce and savage in 
her eyes, that she could not bear the sight 
of me, and obliged his father to put off 
and leave me. To this I had no reply to 
make : her fears were natural ; as a Euro^ 
pean, I might be justly dreaded by the 
more simple and unsophisticated Indian. 

I now told my visitors, that the great 
one had sent us a fine fish to regale them 
with. Harry and Toby went to bring it 
up ; and in the mean time I had the new 
jabbas or pots of our making brought 
forth. When it arrived, they all assisted 
in cooking it, by cutting it into junks for a 
stew, roasting plantains, yams, &c. &c. 
We put on pots for beans, peas, and the 
like; so that upon the whole we had a 
sumptuous entertainment, though our com- 
pany consisted of more than thirty persons. 
Toby waited. Our table was the bare 

VOL. ir. B 
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ground. The ladies, by way of distinc- 
tion, had the mats under them. When ail 
were satisfied, ^ Owa-gamy told Toby that 
he might return home again with them, 
for Padre Bastano was now dead, and he 
had never been inquired for at all. Tobj 
hearing this, gave me a side look. I at 
once told him his abiding with us was only 
during bis own pleasure — he was free to 
return whenever he thought proper. Upon 
this, Toby casting his eye on the young 
girl in the company, called Matta-linea, or 
red fruit, asked whether she had a husband 
or not. This put the whole company in 
a roar of laughter. The girl looked like a 
fool, got up, and leaving her seat, went to 
the fire side. Upon this Toby cried out, 
** she no man— no man — Toby man."" I 
asked him, if she chose to become his wife, 
whether it would be his wish to stay with 
us ? Upon this he dropped upon his knees, 
and began a speech in his own tongue, 
us I supposed, that All the company should 
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fully understand him. I desired Luta to 
translate it, as they all seemed much pleased 
with what he said. She did it thus— -*^ I 
protest before all these my people, you, 
Penoly, to be my good friend and brother". 
So long as the sun gets up and goes to 
sleep, and his sister, the moon, comes after 
to give light in the night ; when blackness 
covers the trees and the wide sea ; when I 
am dead in my sleep, isick, or lame; and 
while I am able to shoot with an arrow, 
hunt or catch fish, dig yams or potatoes, 
fetch fruits, &c. &c. let me remain with 
you. But if Penoly say go, then Sama* 
lumy go with his people." 

During this harangue the women were 
all in tears. There was something 'ex- 
tremely affecting in the tone and manner 
in which he expressed himself. 

It was now my turn to speak. I desired 
Luta to inform them, that I was very 
much pleased with the manners of the 
young man^ (upon this they all gave a loud 
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^^ hah !^) and it remained with him and 
Matta-Iinea to satisfy themselves and their 
friends. 

They again interrogated Toby as to 
his inclinations, and he answered them as 
before— if the girl would stay with him as 
a wife it would make him happy ; he 
should then be always near me, learn my 
talk, and hear me speak about the strange 
things beyond the great water ; but if 
Matta-linea would not consent to live with 
him, he would then go back with them to 
seek for a wife. Komoloot said, if she 
were willing, they could not answer to 
give her away, as she had a good father 
and mother; but that, on their return 
home, they would represent the matter to 
them, if the girl thought well of it. 

Luta then spoke to her ; she said, she 
would go home first. I asked Toby if he 
would go with her ? he said, yes. So thus 
the subject was dropped for the present. 
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Among the things thej gave us, was a 
piece of rough stone resembling our grind* 
stone, which became of great use to us, for 
sharpening our tools. As we had now so 
many men with us, I proposed making a 
shed by way of kitchen. This was ap- 
proved of, and all hands assisted in cutting 
down timber, and shaping uprights for 
the purpose, desiring I would give them 
the proper directions. I then began to* 
lay out the ground, and judged that about 
forty feet by thirty would be sufficient for 
our purposes. When this was done, I ap^ 
pointed Harry, Toby, and four of their 
people, to the fishing department ; the wo- 
men were to stand cooks ; the rest were 
employed with me in raising our new apart- 
ment ; and in about five days we got it 
completely thatched in with palmetto 
leaves. In the mean time my turtles went 
to pot freely, and we lived tolerably well 
upon the whole. We made a door at each 
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end, and two openings in the top for the 
smoke to pass out. 

Every thing being completed, they be- 
gan to think of returning, having been 
with us twelve days. . Toby went with 
them» We accompanied them as far as 
the Long Key* When we were about to 
part, Luta said, she wished one of the 
girls to stay and live with her, but was 
ashamed to ask the men. I told her she 
should have mentioned it to me before ; and 
perhaps the girl had no inclination to stay. 
Very much, she said, for she had no father 
er mother. Upon this, I hailed Owa- 

• 

gamy off the point, and begged him ta 
state the circumstance to his countrymen,, 
as my particular desire ; which he did, and 
finding the girl willing, she was put into 
our boat. So Miss lasa-wina^ or the 
honey-sucker, returned back with us^ afler 
wishing her friends and countrymen a good 
voyage ; and I soon found the girl was s^ 
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glad to stay with Luta as she was to have 
her. We gave her the name of Jessy. 

We had not seen above half a dozeii 
monkeys in all the time of my living here ; 
but after we had Indian corn we were 
pestered with them/ particularly while it 
was in its green and tender state. It was 
some time before we found them out. The 
discovery was made as we were gathering 
squashes at the old ground. We saw 
twenty or thirty of them make off and 
mount the trees. How to remedy this 
evil was the question. As soon as I got 
home I went to work, and contrived a sort 
of wind dapper, which I fixed on tlie top 
of a pole. This had the desired effect, and 
not one mcmkey was to be seen for some 
time after. 

Mischievous as these animals were, they 
were at the same time so diverting, that I 
have been extremely entertained with their 
droll humours. I have seen young ones 
sit on the limbs of trees^ with ears of 
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corn in their fore paws, which they would 
husk as dexterously as we could do it. At 
other times an old monkey seated on a 
branch with two young ones^ would witk 
great gravity give a com to each as they 
sat by her side. Others would hand it 
over their shoulders to the young ones on 
their backs, being in all their motions like 
the human race. Then they would gria 
and chatter, and perform a thousand an- 
tics, which never failed to divert us by 
th^ir drollery. 

We had no account from our friends the 
Indians for a long time, so that I began to 
think Toby had deserted us entirely, or 
that something extraordinary had happen- 
ed to prevent his return. One day as 
Harry and I were on the look out, we 
heard a noise,, as of people talking at a dis- 
tance in the woods. Harry asked me if 
he should halloo out to them ? I said, ^' by 
no means ; if they are coming to us they 
know the road, therefore do you follow me 
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dowo.^ In a short time after, Toby and 
two other Indians arrived, one of them hid 
brother, called Yova-wan, or the paddle- 
maker, and Noona-waiak, or the dreamer^ 
who had both been here before. They 
brought two guanos with them, and a sort 
of bird unknown to me. They asked for 
Luta and Patty, who soon came and wel- 
comed them. We then prepared a good 
meal. I observed to Toby that I thought 
some accident had happened to him, or 
that he was determined never to return to 
us again. He shook his head, and then 
laying his hands on his knees, said, *^ Toby 
here now— know all trees here grow— want 
to see them one more tim^.^ 

*' But where is the wife P'' said I. 
" Oh, she see one to-morrow time.**^ 
As I observed him appear somewhat 
melancholy at this, I did not continue the 
conversation, and left him, taking it for 
granted that Luta would soon find out the 
cause of her not coming with him , and iti« 
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deed I was pretty right in my conjecture ; 
for she afterwards told me, Toby had in- 
formed her, that when they got back the 
old people called a council, and were well 
disposed for it, but that her father would 
not give his consent that ishe should leave 
her home ; and finding the young people 
had a mind to each other, to prevent fur- 
ther inconveniency, they resolved to marry 
her to another, which they actually did» 
This affected him very much ; and he was 
&r a long time quite out of spirits, till at 
length some of his neighbours came ta 
visit him, and brought with them a fine 
girl called Rava, with whom he grew des- 
perately enamoured* He made his propo« 
sals, and was accepted by her friends, that 
she should be his wife if we would permit 
her now and then to visit them; which 
Owa*gamy had given his word we would 
consent to. On this they promised to 
bring her to this place in canoes, observ.; 
ing, thftt his brother and Noona-waiak 
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were to stay with us till she arrived. I 
asked when we might expect them ? He 
said, one moon and half moon, when cot* 
ton was done. 

Harry now proposed to go again to the 
wreck. I told him she must be all to 
pieces before this time. However he was 
bent upon the excursion ; and in two or 
three days ailar, Toby and his new mess* 
mate Noona-waiak went, leaving Yova^ 
wan with us. They were absent four days^ 
and the women began to be uneasy ; and 
to say the truth, I was not a little alarm* 
ed myself; but on the fifth day I saw them 
coming round the point, to my great joy. 
They told me, as an exqise for their long 
absence, that when they came to the place 
they could not find her ; that the two trees 
were gone, but the long tree which hung 
over the side was driven on shore in the 
bay. They added, they had found ten 
barrels on the sand, and had buried them. 
This pleased me mucL 
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We now began to pay the bottoms of 
both canoes, and remained in expectation 
of seeing or hearing from our neighbours. 
The young men kept a sharp look out 
every morning. I caused five of our turtles 
to be turned adrift, as they were become 
very lean, and were continually wasting 
for want of proper food, reserving two only 
against the return of our friends. Thus we 
went on from day to day. Our table was 
amply supplied with variety of fish ; and no 
new occurrence happened, till I found my 
seventh year wanted but a few days of e3>. 
piring^ 
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MOHTH YEAR OF MT RESIDENCE. • 

Having now been on this shore full seven 
years, I told Luta we would hold a feast ; 
and ordered a turtle to be killed for the 
^ purpose. When it was brought home, I 
ordered them to get every things ready, as 
plantains, yams, pepper, salt, &c. for that 
our feast would- be the next day ; and in 
the mean time to go out and fish, as I ex- 
pected we should have company enough to 
help us off with every thing that was pro- 
vided. I said this quite in joke, not hav- 
ing the least expectation of its being verU 
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fied. But sure enough, as tfaej were fish- 
ing the next day, they discovered canoes 
coming at a distance. They soon brought 
us the glad tidings, and Toby became quite 
another creature, having been for some 
time rather melancholy. 

I now took my glass and went up the 
hill, and soon discovered three canoes com- 
ing in. I directly ordered our sailing boat 
out, and to get the mast and sail ready- 
then dressed myself in my best attire, that 
is, my sombrero on my head, with two 
fine maccaw feathers stuck in it ; my jacket 
made of tiger^s skin, with the hair out* 
ward ; round my waist a belt of bass rope, 
in which hung my hatchet ; at my b^ck my 
bow and arrows, with a maschut in my 
hand. In this garb I seated myself abaft* 
Harry and Noona-waiak were my two 
mates. When they came near, I bid Harry 
sing; directly they began to answer. I 
now found them to be six men and three 
ladies, viz.— Owa-gamy, Futatee, Nocai^a- 
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bara, Komaloot, Razua-bano, and Gayno- 
santo; Owa-gama''s wife Lama-attj, tha 
girl called Vina-quota, and Rava the 
bride. 

The ladies were dressed and painted 
wonderfully fine, especially the bride. We 
escorted them dl up the lagoon ; and they 
were very much pleased to see our ladies 
waiting on the shore to receive them. 
When landed, we took them up to the 
castle. Toby seemed to be mightily re* 
joiced. He took Rava by the hand, and 
said some soft things to her ; during which 
I had a full view of her person, and must 
confess she was the finest Indian girl I 
had ever seen. After they had conversed 
. about an hour with our women, I asked 
Komaioot if all parties were fully agreed ? 
He said they were. I then told them, by 
Harry, to make a circle round me ; which 
they did. I called Toby and bid him take 
the girl by the hand — then inquired her 
Bame^ and was told it was Rava-ocuma, or 
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Ravacuma. On this I joined their hands, 
And bid Luta tell them they were now man 
and wife, and made so in the presence of 
the Great Spirit who sees and knows all 
things ; from this time their interests are 
the same, and they must be loving and du- 
tiful to each other. When I had said 
this, they all began shouting and clapping 
their hands. 

We now went all hands to feasting, and 
spent the remainder of the day in joy and 
mirth. The young couple were put to bed in 
the kitchen; and the next morning began to 
build a wigwam for themselves opposite to 
our dwelling. Our visitors staid with us 
a week, and then took leave in a very 
friendly manner, and returned home. 

My family now stood thus: — Myself, 
Luta, and my son Owen ; Harry and his 
wife Patty, with their daughter Matty; 
Toby and his new wife ; and the Indian 
girl Jessy, being nine in number. We 
lived together in perfect love and amity ; 



wJben about «is: weekfi tfter fortime hegut 
to frown upon «i9. Luta was sowr near 
her time, and was soon deliviened ^ifimatfaer 
son ; but she survived only a few dajfi. 
Mj sitttation was now readered truly de- 
plorable. I was extremely food oi her. 
She was the most afi!ectionate cneature in 
the world. I thought my heart wouldl 
break. Fatty, who had not loet her milk, 
was qW|^ to ibeoome nurse to xny infanL 
I gav« it the Aame of Morgaii. Poor 
liUta and I had li^vied together upwtacds of 
four yiears, in 4^ wost perfect conjugal 
baraiony« A more loving, ttffecstkmate, 
and trusty wiie and friend did not exist. 
My heart mourned far her. 

As soon as I couM muster up sufBcieiiit 
spirits^ I was under tlie hard necessity of 
preparing* the • funeoal myself. The two 
lads atiteDded me, with heavy hearts too. 
Fatty w^as almost diatraeted. She Wiould 
not leave the corpse one mGOtoent. I de- 
sired them to idi^ a grave Among the 
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orange trees, and I attended myself to see 
it completed. They dug about five feet, 
then came to hard rock, and were obliged 
to desist. 

The scene was truly affecting. I sat at 
.the head of the corpse, in a kind of mourn- 
ful stupid mood. Poor little Owen would 
every now and then ask me when his mam 
.would get up. Patty stood on one side, with 
Jier child in her arms, silently weeping over 
the body. Ocuma and Jessy were like two 
creatures bereft of their senses, especially 
the latter, who did nothing but look at me 
And howl, for she loved her mistress gjreatly, 
who had a great affection for her. 

Before my poor wife died, she desired 

.me to sit down by her. I took her by the 

hand, which she pressedclose to her bosom, 

and said she was then going to the old 

people of long times, and that it was her 

great desire, when she was fast asleep, that 

.1 would return back* to my own country 

vi/Kith her two children^ if the Great One 
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would let me go ; and if I did, to saj to 
my country women not to be angry with 
her for keeping me there, as she was sure, 
had I been so much beloved by one of 
them, she would never have heard of me 
at all; for .that, in that case, I should never 
have <:ome so far for a poor Indian wife- 
yet she did not like to part ; but it must 
be, the Great Spirit would have it so. I 
told her I would perform all her desires, 
if God would permit me. Overcome by 
my feelings, I was obliged to leave her for 
a short time, lest the violence of my grief 
should distress her. In about half an hour 
after, she expired, leaving her hand in the 
same posture as when I left her. 

After she had been dead about thirty 
hours, I was obliged to give orders for her 
funeral. Patty and Ocuma bound up the 
^corpse as decently as they could by my di- 
rections. I told Harry to go to the head 
and Toby to the feet ; they then lifted up 
the corpse. I took my poor boy in my 
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hand ; and the ttiree feHMiles came behind 
with the 'chiklren in their arms. The bor 
dy was laid into the grave. I lifted up my 
hands^ adid pvayeA to God to recein^e her 
iiin ocelli sfijrit, end to prepare raitie to fol« 
Jofv it wkh equd purity, rdlyrngontfae 
jnerties of my -God and Saviour to forgive 
"whftt ivas amiss. 

I, now mstie si^s that they should co- 
ir^ the body with earth, which was done. 
But «iy poor heart was almost rent to bear 
the olitCTy of ttiy poca* little Owen, when be 
saw them eovering hrs mother with the 
mold. I lllierefore desrired them to take 
the eMMren back, whkh they did withcmt 
speaking a word. Btit presently the pe&t 
tip passion made its way, imtd the lamenta- 
tfon became gnreral. i retomed to the 
grave, and threw myself upon the earth, 
with my face to the sod, and gave full 
scope to my grief. I contiikied near an 
hour in this attitude, imd thai called mv 
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family before me, and addressed them 
thus : 

** You very wbII know, ray good friends, 
*^ how dear my poor Lula was to me, and' 
^* the great regard she had for you all. 
*^ You must be sensible how much your 
^ friend Penoiy feels the toss of so good 
^ a woman ; but you likewise know that 
** death is eommon to all. The Great One 
** has now taken away from me what I 
^ most lo^ed. He has thought proper to 
•* try, and perhaps to purify me by thit 
** great a(]liction. It is my duty to sub- 
** mit ; it is your duty to give me every 
^ consolation and assistance which my for- 
^ lorn and helpless situation may require. 
^ It is now, that I am in trouble, that I 
•* shall try the sincerity of your attach* 
^ ment to me. Assist me with your en- 
^ deavours to conquer my sorrow ; shew 
<* your affection to me by loving my chil- 
<^ dren. They have, alas ! no mother 
*^ now. You will always find me your 
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^ zealous and faithful friend ; aad I obIjt 
^ expect from joa a coDtinuaiice oi that 
^ attachment and regard whidi jon have 
^ alwajs shewn me on every occasion.^ 

They had hitherto continued silent, but^ 
now one « and all dedared thej would- 
live and die with me, and at any time 
risk iheic lives to , presenre mine. Be* 
fore mj poor wife^s death, I had resolved, 
bj her desire, to dip my beard with the 
acissari, but I determined now to let it- 
grow. 

Harry and Patty would frequently go^ 
and seat themselves at the grave for an 
hour or two, conversing together. After 
this sad event, I became very indifferent 
about every thing, except the care of my 
children ; and I must confess that Patty 
and Jessy used their best endeavours to 
discbarge their duties to them too. Ocuma 
was as yet incapable of speaking English, 
and could only silently bemoan with me and 
the children^. 
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CHAP. XIIL 



About a month after this had happened, 
Patty lost her daughter Matty. The child 
had been some time troubled with fits. We 
buried her by the side of my poor Luta, 
Our habitation became now quite melan- 
pholy^; so that I went out oftener than, 
usual with one or other of the lads. It was 
on one of these excursions that we found a 
large lump of ambergrise, as I judged it to 
be by the strong smell. I had never seen 
any of it in my life, but had heard its pro-^ 
perties described. It weighed about one 
hundred and fifty pounds. We laid it 
by on a shelf of the rocks^ placing aloq 



lesvies dbovs it. It wss of a dark gnj 
coloar^ bat ot* act tlie ka$t sse to bm; 
tkou^ if tnz&^portcd to Karope woald 
kaTe been of sr»t T;fcliieL 

Oae diT, as I cmered bt dweiiia^ on 
BT retnra tirocn &iuiig^, I foond Hany 
and tkt ^ds wcrv laiac^ orcr the flat 
Stones I bad inscribed nitk the names of 
the fiiends who bad Timed osl I placed 
tbcfli in a row aboTe the ddM's reach, iir 
order to ptesei i e tbesu and bad added one 
for poor I^nta. On inquiriDg what they 
were abont, Hmrrj said, ther were learning 
them to tak. •* How ?• saM L *• Ob,"^ 
he replied, ^ we know who ther all arr 
rerj welL*^ This I donbted ; bat on mak- 
ing trial, was astonished to find ther coold 
call them aH distinctlr br thrir names. 
This shews a great strength of memorj, as 
it was hy some particnlar mark, colour, 
ihape, or magnitude of the stone, or by 
the order in wliicb tfaej were arranged, 
fliat endMed diem to do this. Indeed I 



begaft to- ampeet that the tettler was the 
sole method by which they learner) to re- 
peat each partieuiar name, and that it was 
done bj the regular succession in which the 
stones were placed. I was resolved to 
prove this ; and sending them out on some 
pretence^ I removed the stones from their 
places, and on their return tried them again; 
The resnk was the same as at first ; the 
moment the stone was given to them, they 
would slightly examine it, and declare the 
name. They had therefore some more ar- 
bitrary and positive sign to assist their 
memory. 

We had now a few diiys of very dirty wea** 
ther, with the wind from the south-west, 
and great thunder, lightning, and rain. 
After this weather had subsided, it hap- 
pened that Harry went to the top of the 
hill to make discoveries. I saw him running 
down towards me, open mouthed, and cry- 
ing out that there was a great ship coming 
to us. This put us all ia a flutter and con-^ 



limmmif,mai 
krge s{iip hgi4mg «a 
tbe her-tKdy with kcr keai to th^ 
She kad cobMvs o«( as a ^^ 9i ifiaticsaL 
Bj iLe Wip of B T gia» I tkn^ht tkcf 
were I>i[tc&, but was mafk <|ute crrtMii, ai 
dfee was at least six wuiies dwtant finoaa vi 
in adirect liiie^ 

I b^aa to delibciale how I was to act 

tain thai it was a l>rtc haa n; hot I recol* 
lected, of wfaaterer nation thej were their 
present distress shoaU command all mjr 
good oflkes. In the mean time the wind 
shifted, and began to falL I ordered them 
immediatelj to get ready the boat, with 
fire tackling, &c. I took a shirt out of m j 
store, seantj as it was,, and jumped on 
board with Tobj. When we got to the 
point cff our lagoon, we made up a good 
fire, and I fixed up my shirt as a signal. We 
ioon perceived a boat put off directly for 
Uf . We then got into our boat^ and bar-f 
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iag tbus made oursehres known, were re» 
solved to leave the result to Providence^ 
We returned back as speedily as possible; 
When I arrived at our dwelling, I dressed 
myself as I had done when the Indians 
came last, and took my little Owen with- 
me into the boat. Harry seeing this, said 
they would come too. To which I con- 
sented, desiring him to arm himself first; 
which was soon done, and he came down 
to the point, bringing the women and 
children also. This vexed me, as I saw 
plainly he did not know what he was do-* 
ing ; but since it was so, I held my peaces 
I had quite sufficient to occupy my thoughts* 
We now all shewed ourselves at the fire* 
They shewed a white flag abaft, then a 
Dutch jack, and the white flag again. I 
was strongly agitated by hope, fear, and 
desire. 

As they came near, I told Harry and 
Toby to follow me, and exactly to do as I 
did. We left the womea and children b/ 



tke Ibe, and, withmj tw« iwiiii dose 
bckiBd IK, I — rrlg* to meet then. 
What they nif afarmi of «s, a raaa 
ilood op ill tke boat, wad hailed vs. I 
clapped up m j hands to m j nonthy aad aiu 
awered ** baJloo V Oo tfabthej paled hi fiar 
the shore, and there thej laj on their oara 
to Tiew oa. I oonld plainlj see ihe boat 
was Datch boilt^ and that there were nine 
men in her. ^feeing them in saspense» i 
called^ •* From whence came ye ?" They 
an&wered, but I coidd not understand 
them ; and then came in to shore. A man. 
jomped on the beach, and saying some* 
thing to them, they put off from the shore 
again. He then called out to me, pulling 
off his cap at the same time. I returned 
the compliment, but could not understand 
him. After this I went up to him and 
held out my hand, saying, an Englishman. 
Upon thb he shook me heartily by the 
handy and called out to his companions 
that they might come on shoce^ as I judg-^ 



ed ; fbr they M did, and ^giatkered rounA 

sie, looking at tne wi<ik astonisiunent, theft 

took me heaitily bj t3ie tiand. My ladli 

iBeeing this, did the like; bat still we were 

sadly j)a22led, qs not one -of them could 

«petfk Engltdi, I ^ve them to viiideiv 

^tand, Ml the best mani'ier I could, tbat I 

h$ii been cart «wiay like tbemselres, and 

liafd been -on this shore above osev^en years. 

I found they could not understand thm 

term of seven years, by tlietr end<eavioifrifrg 

to repeat it. They surveyed me from top 

to toe, lifting up their hands, aiid saying, 

" Ah! boor mott.'" INow £ found they 

were sadly idisa|)poti}ted that they could 

•not understand me ; bat a lad said>, ^ God- 

-art Samer fktgele sprakcvi ^en dier schip.'*^ 

This brotugbt them to good humour again:; 

and t jinvitexl them to walk with me to our 

ape. I^bis they comfilied wit;h, so far as to 

' accompany us along shore in their boat, 

and when opposite three of them landed 

agadn. No sooner did my people see th^oi. 
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than they ran ofT; hot I called them back, 
and they came trembling with fear. One 
of the men asked me if they were my 
vrowen, as I thought. Then they said 
they would go to the ship and bring God- 
art Somer ; but I made signs for them te 
go home with me,- which they declined, 
but seemed to consent that one should stay, 
.with which we were satisfied — we shook 
>hands again, and they put off for the ship. 
When they were gone, I asked the man 
•who remained with us, what his name was? 
He said ^an Brill. I ordered Toby to go 
out with the small canoe to catch some 
'l6sh-; and in the mean time walked the 
beach to and fro with Jan Brill. He some- 
times talked to me, but I could very im^ 
perfectly understand him ; and this made 
him quite melancholy. We remained thus 
(till Toby returned. Harry and Toby were 
^now very anxious to give him a good meal 4 
but he did not seem very desirous of cat- 
ling. Harry w^ould now and then iak^ 
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him by the hand, and say he was like me, 
meaning that he had been cast away. 

Some time after, we saw the boat go 
along side, and about dnsk they returned, 
and brought with them Godart Somer. As 
soon as they landed they brought him up 
to me. I was immediately struck with the 
appearance of this young man ; bis counte- 
nance was famiKar to me ; I was confi- 
dent I had seen him before, but i/^bere I 
could not at once recollect 

I asked him from whence they came ? 
He said, *« From the Texel ^ that their 
ship^s name was Dertroost, bound to 
Buenos Ay res. 

I desired him to inform me, if he had 
ever sailed out of England ? 

** Yes,^' he said, *' three voyages.*" 

*^ Did you ever sail on board the Har* 
rington of London ?^ 

He paused some time, then said, <^ No, 
neet, Ober Ich was on board dat schip. 
J[ been gone, on shore en der.Gravsend,'' • 
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I directly knew bun to be die person 
I took him for ; he was oae ,of lilie stiper- 
numeraries put on shore at thaA place. 
They were sAl very ni«*ch pfeased with mjr 
recollecting him, and gcew impatieat jfior 
him to ask me questions. 

" Did i know the coast well ?" 

I told hdm, I was so &r fisom knowing 
any thing of the coast, that I knew not 
where I wa« myself. 

*^ Their skipper wished me to come cm 
board, would I oonseiat ?^ 

I said, if they wi^ed to be, informed 
about the shoals any where near my habi- 
tation, I was at the captain^s service ; bxA, 
as to my going on board, it could be of no 
use, and I would rather be excused, as I 
expected another scfvali from the s«nie 
quarter; it was my opinien the frtiip 
would never be got from thai; plaee, for 
that she was deep in the sand, and per* 
h^ps was bilged .mow. They were of x]iiite 
a tlifTerent opinion, and begged I would 
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tome off as early in the morning as t 
could, to point out to tbem some chan- 
nel, if they could by any means haul her 
off. It now came on to rain again, 
and we soon lost sight of her ; the wind 
shortly after chopped about to the south- 
ward, and freshened up so, that I did not 
choose to remain where we were, with our 
little family. I then told them that I 
must return home, and if they chose to 
accompany me, I would make them as 
welcome as possible ; that I did not think 
they would get on board that night, with- 
out danger of filling, by the great sea, 
which would soon set in, if the wind 
should increase. They chose, however, to 
make the trial, and we parted. 

At this time the wind began to be more 
violent, but when we got round the point 
we were as safe as in a mill pond. They 
continued labouring at their oars for some 
time, while we were within the point ; 
and I was greatly troubled in mind, for 
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if it should come on to blow hard their si-* 
tuation would be perilous indeed. The gale 
increased more and more, and at length I 
saw them pull round for the shore again. 
I directly landed Harry, and told him to 
run along shore and wait for them, then 
get into their boat, and pilot them in. 
This was soon done, and away they came 
after us. We soon all landed as wet as 
drowned rats I shewed them into the 
kitchen, and got a large fire made up to 
dry their clothes. They seemed very much 
cast down, expecting a dreadful account of 
things the next morning. 

I took Jan Brill and Somer up to my 
lodging, as thinking they might wish to 
have some conversation with me, for we 
had but little inclination for sleep during 
the whole night, but sat and talked with- 
out intermission. Poor Jan Brill wept 
very niuch, and was quite out of spirits. 
We got up early, and went to look out ; 
vbited the kitchen^ and found them all 
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fast asleep and snoring, as if no misfortune 
had befallen them. I then called Ocuma, 
and bade her bring in some torches ; af- 
ter Toby had fixed them, he began to 
kindle the fire. The wind was now abat- 
ed, and towards the morning it fell stark 
calm. 

I then proposed to Somer that he should 
awake the people, and go in search of the 
rest, as I told him I was certain they 
never staid by the vessel, for the sea 
would make a fair breach over her on that 
reef. This we agreed to, but when we 
came to rouze them, they seemed quite 
ignorant of their situation, and acted and 
talked like men beside themselves, run- 
ning against the thatch, and asking ridi- 
culous questions, as Somer informed me ; 
but a little recollection soon brought them 
to their senses again. 

I ordered Harry to get our canoe ready 
to go with me. This was about four in 
the morning, and away we all went, leav- 
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ing Toby with the women. When we got 
gome distance out, we saw the ship had 
swung round and lay on her beam ends ; 
no boat appeared to be near her. Jan 
Brill then wrung bis hands like a man in 
despair. Somer wished me to go on board 
with him, and to come into their boat ; 
this I did, and we put the canoe to a kil- 
lick." We then rowed away for the vessel ; 
presently Somer called out in Dutch that 
he saw their long boat. I soon discovered 
her myself, and people walking on a point 
above the old cave ; on this we got head 
round and pulled away for them. When 
we came in with the beach, I saw five 

• 

men, who all ran and showed much glad- 
ness to see their shipmates again. Jan 
Brill then asked for the skipper; they said 
he was resolved to stay by the ship, with 
five more, and whether they had survived 
this dreadful night or not they could not 
telL 
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There was now no time to be lost, so 
off they put for the ship, but soon 
returned, ^ying there was not one soul 
alive or dead on board ; they had searched 
every where. I asked Somer which was 
the mate, and he pointed him oiit to me. 
I went and shook hands with him, and 
desired Somer to inform him, that I wish- 
ed them all to return back with me to my 
dwelling, and there we would hold a coun- 
cil on what was first to be done, as the 
ship was lost beyond the possibility of 
recovery. While I was speaking, I ob- 
served one man who went up the beach 
and seated himself on the grass, to lament 
his wretched fate, as I judged ; but to my 
great surprise, I saw him very deliberate- 
ly take out of his pocket a pipe and pouch 
of tobacco, fill his pipe, and drawing 
out a small tinder box, he struck fire^ 
lighted it, then with much t;omposure, 
clasped his two arms round his shins, and 
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began puffing away, as if no earthly thing 
gave him the least discontent. 

They soon came to a conclusion, and 
we all put off for the old cave, landed, 
and got a parcel of roots j and the only- 
turtle we had in store; then put Harry* 
on board his canoe, and returned to our 
place, with fourteen of the crew, being all 
that were left alive. I had now enough 
upon my head, to provide for so great an 
addition to my family, and for an unlimit- 
ed time. I had likewise to consider, that, 
from their superior force, if they chose to 
take full possession of my habitation, and 
exclude me from it, they had the power 
so to do. I asked Somer what was the 
mate'^s name ? he told me it was Jacob Vaa 
Tulden ; upon this I welcomed him to my 
castle, as an asylum from present misfor- 
tunes, and hoped that he would use his 
authority to protect our females from any 
insult from the crew. This Somer told 
him in Dutch privately ; he at once shook 
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me by the hand, promising to do every- 
thing in his povver to preserve peace and 
good order. As these people spoke a 
language unknown to us, our females from 
alarm kept themselves quite aloof. Mr 
van Tulden observing the colour of my 
children, asked me which of the females was 
my wife. I bade Somer tell him that I 
had lost my wife, and the two girls they 
had seen were the wives of my two friends 
who lived with me. We now prepared 
the best entertainment in our power, and 
sat down altogether, except the women 
and children. 

Godart Somer was the general interpret 
ter. I convinced him how necessary it was 
that arrangements should be made to se«- 
cure provisions for so great a number, 
and that each should take his share in the 
labour for that purpose ; for which reason^ 
I must beg they would submit to my di- 
rections, or we should soon find ourselves 
in a starving condition. Van Tulden and 



56 P£NBQS£*S JOURNAL. 

Brill, mho I (bund was the boatswain, 
said this was but reesoBabie; th^ repre- 
seated it to the people, and all promised 
eompliance. We bow began to appoiat 
our different stations. The mate, Sonaer, 
and ftijself, with five others, were to go in 
the long boat to the vessel ; others were 
sent to cut wood; Jan Brill and Tobj 
were to stay behfnd and guard the women 
and children, while Harry and another 
party were to provide us a dbh of fish. 

When things were thus adjusted, we 
prepared to go off to the ship ; the wea- 
ther was as calm as a clock, so that in 
two hours we got along side of her with 
ease. The first thing that struck my eye, 
was a yellow or tortoise shell cat running 
along the windward side, mewing in a sad 
manner The ship we found bilged, and 
all the lower tier under water, above a 
foot or two. The mate sent some of theai 
down into the steerage, where they re- 
mained for some time. I desired Somer 
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to inform the mate, that I was very car- 
tain there were no inhabitants except In- 
dians for many leagues along this coast. 
My advice was, to secure as much as pos- 
sible from the wreck, for their own use, 
before the natives came to the knowledge 
of it, as they would immediately come 
down and plunder it of every thing. He 
seemed alarmed at this. W# then went 
down into (he cabin, where we found 
every thing gone to leeward, and capsized 
in a confused manner; but what was 
singular, little water was to be seen abafl ; 
this I attributed to her being so high in 
that quarter, and she was more by the 
head also. The rest of the hands I found 
were got into the hold, and as they came 
on deck were all in liquor; but as all 
were become masters now, and nobody 
left to throw the water out of the long 
boat, as the sailors term it, I had not a 
word to say, but to provide as well as pos- 
sible against the consequences of such 
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conduct in future. The mate found a keg 
of gin in the steerage, and took a small 
sup, then handed it to me, but I declined 
it. Ju3t then casting my eyes round, I 
espied one of those precious things called 
a biscuit, which I eagerly snatched up, and 
said aloud, '^ God be praised,^ then took a 
bit, tasting of bread once again, after above 
seven years abstinence, from hard neces- 
sity. Observing that Somer began to be 
somewhat intoxicated, I chid him for it, 
saying, they did not know how precious 
their time was ; and if they did not make 
the most of the calm weather they might 
lose every thing, and begging them like- 
wise to recollect how soon the Indians 
might be down. He took this kindly, and 
told the rest what I said, and they seemed 
to be a little more on their guard after 
this. Somer likewise informed the mate, 
that there were tv> o of the people dead in 
the forecastle, as they told him. I said, 
these were probably miserable examples 
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of that excess they all seemed so ready ta 
indulge io^ and thinking death inevitable, 
had taken their fill of liquor, to drown ail 
thoughts of danger ; their names he said 
were Verwill and Poerson. 

After this, I begged Somer to. ask the 
mate to look for some paper for me, if 
any could be come at. " Paper,'' he said, 
'^ dere is more as one boat load on board 
de ship ;"" with this I was much pleased^ 
I desired him to mention it to Van TuU 
den ; who, as soon as he cquld be made 
sensible of my desire, took the hint, and 
running forward by the mast clapt hi» 
hand on a large bale of it. Seeing me so 
elevated at this, he took his knife and be- 
gan to cut it open, which produced a great 
treasure of this article ; then going aft into 
his cabin, procured me a bottle of ink, as 
I thought. I got these things stowed very 
carefully in the boat. He then went to 
work again in the Cabin, and got a parcel 
of clothing, several guns and pistols. 



( 
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some bedding, and other things, then 
brought a quadrant and a compass ; the 
people got out two barrels of beef, some 
bags of bread, with three kegs of gun*- 
powder, and some brandy and gin*;. We 
put off with this cargo for the first time, 
and returned home quite safe. We found 
our females were now less terrified than 
before, which was owing to BrilFs good 
conduct The mate now began to reflect 
with himself^ that he had forgotten to^ 
search for the log-book, to bring shot, bul- 
lets, and other things, which would be of 
great use to us. They made another trip 
to the wreck the next morning by day- 
light. I remained at home. They re- 
turned about the same time in the evening 
as before with a full cargo. This was 
repeated daily, till the ship was partly un- 
laden, and we had a prodigious store of 
various articles. The wind now came 
round to the north,^ and blew so fresh. 
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there was no venturing out, and the sem 
beat in fall on her upper works. 

I forgot to mention, that the cat jumped 
into the boat as we came off the first trip ; 
and no sooner did we reach the shore, than 
she flew to the fish garbage, and devoured 
it so greedily, that she was unable to quit 
the place, till nature, being so overcharged, 
threw it off and relieved her, or she must 
have died on the spot. 

After every thing had been taken from 
the ship that could be come at, they began 
to consult what should next be done. In 
this council I could give no advice, as I 
knew no more of the coast than a child ; 
I therefore left them to follow their own 
opinions. 
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CHAP. XIV. 



While these matters were in agitation^ 
we were much troubled with the disorderly 
•conduct of som€ of the men. Van Tul- 
den and the boatswain did every thing 
in their power to keep them within bounds ; 
but there was such a quantity of liquor, it 
was impossible to keep them sober, and as 
impossible to controul their conduct when 
intoxicated. Van Tulden privately ad- 
vised me to secure some of the liquor 
for my own purposes^ as the loss to those 
who were so intemperate in the use of 
it would be of general benefit. I profited 
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by this advice, and conveyed away four 
anchors of brandy, and a few kegs of gin, 
which, by the assistance of Harry and 
Toby, I properly secured from their know- 
ledge, while they were sleeping. 

It was at length concluded, that they 
should go to the southward in the long- 
boat, and leave the yawl with me. I 
asked them where they intended to touch 
first ? They told me Puerto-bela, if they 
could reach it. They intended to keep in 
shore along the coast. " What latitude 
did they think we were now in ?^' They 
said, as they judged, about IP and StX 
north. " What did they conceive to be 
the name the country bore.'*'^ They be- 
lieved it was Costa Rica. 

I desired Van Tulden to leave the date 
of the year and day of the month, as 
I was ignorant in that respect. He then 
asked me for the bottle he had given me. 
1 ordered Harry to fetch it. Some sort of 
pen was then to be provided. I was under 



64 PENROSE'S JOURNAL. 

the necessity of borrowing a feather from 
one of my parrot^s wings for this purpose. 
He desired Harry to get a little water in a 
shell. When it was brought, he took the 
bottle and emptied out of it a small quan^ 
tity of greyish powder, and mining it in 
the sbiell with his finger, produced ink. 

N. B. — This was the first ink powder I 
had ever seen. 

He then toM me that Somer should speak 
it in English, or 1 should not understand 
his writing ; but perhaps it would be bet- 
ter for me to write it myself, which I did 
thus—" Monday, the fifth day of the 
month of August, in the y«ar one thousand 
seven hundred and fifty-four.*" So that I 
found, in my reckoning, I had some how or 
other missed about six weeks; but this 
was a matter of little moment to me. 

A very untoward circumstance now oc^ 
curred. There were two men belonging 
to the crew who were absolute brutes- 
void of gratitude, humanity, and everjr 
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other principle that should distinguish' man 
from the creatures beneath him. Their 
names were Claess Decker and Adam 
Brandt. These two profligates tried to 
pick a quarrel with me, and demanded the 
liquor which thej said was missing. No 
argument had any effect with them. Brandt 
ran about, raving and swearing like a mad* 
man. I offered to restore the liquor. The 
rest of the crew insisted I should not by 
any means ; for I had been a true friend 
to them, and it would only be doing an 
injury to the whole if I did, whereas it 
might at some future time be of much ser- 
vice to me. About half an hour after this, 
as Van Tulden and Jan Brill were sitting 
at victuals with me, we heard the report 
of a pistol. We jumped up immediately ; 
I took up a maschut, and they each of 
them a pistol, and out we ran. The noise 
came from the cook-room, as I thought. 
The women were frightened, and run- 
ning up the hill with the children, scream- 

VOL II. B 
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ing dreadfully. My blood began to mount. 
I flew to the kitchen ; but just as we en- 
tered another pistol was fired. We then 
ran back, not knowing what to do ; when 
out rushes Soma* like a fury, with a pistol 
jn his hand. We all three stood on our 
defence. He at once called out to me, in 
broken English, <^ never mind, skipper, 
never mind, dat devil is gone pon hell 
now." ** For God's sake,'' said I, '« So- 
iher, are you mad too; tell me what is the 
matter at once, or I will cut vou down .?*" 
/^ Vel den, dat devil Brandt, he vill say 
Toby hites da chin. He say, Toby say, 
neet him dout; dan dis helKson he shoot 
him in von minuet. Ont dat I rones and 
plows out his pranes, and dat is all.'' We 
ran into the kitchen, and found poor Toby 
weltering in his blood. I stood like a man 
thunderstruck. 

Now all was noise and confusion. The 
mate and boatswain then called Somer and 
me out to the people, who were all in an 
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uproar. They asked who were on our 
side ? Immediately one and all came over 
to us, even Decker himself, through fear, 
I suppose, now his companion was no 
more. ' 

I was afraid there was some conspiracy ; 
but upon inquiry, it was found to be quite 
a sudden thing, and no plot at all, but that 
the whole was occasioned by the wretch 
Brandf s jealousy that Toby had hid the 
spirits. He, poor fellow, innocently lost 
his life, to my very great grief. 

Every one commended Somer for what 
he had done; and when matters were a 
little quiet, I gave orders for the burial of 
my poor unfortunate and faithfuL friend. 
He was laid close by my wife. Ocuma 
would not be seen, but shut herself up. 
All my pleadings had no power over her. 
She remained in the back part of my 
dwelling for two whole days. At length, 
by great intreaty, we got her out; but 
she was so emaciated, it was quite pitiful 
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to look at lier. I thought it best to let 
her have her own way. I knew she 
bad lost a very sincere friend, and I one 
of the sweetest tempered creatures I had 
ever met with. Often have I shed tears on 
the grav« of my faithful Toby. 

Some of the people talked of burying 
Brandt ; but I absolutely forbid it, saying 
BO murderer*6 bone» should defile the 
ground near my peaceful habitation. The 
majority then agreed that he should be 
sunk off at sea for sharks'* meat ; and this 
was accordingly done. 

They now talked of leaving my shore, 
and offered m^ a place in the long boat, 
which I declined, thanking them for the 
kindness of their offer. I said, as I had 
two young children left to take care of, it 
became my duty, as a father, to provide 
for them. Should I leave them now, they 
would become untutored savages, and their 
defects and deficiencies would be justly 
chargeable to me, and I should deserve the 
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sevefest punishment from heaven for ne* 
glectinj^ them. 

Peace lieing again re-established, the 
mate ealled me aside, with Brill arid So^ 
mer, and said thej had been talking to 
bim on a subject which nearly concerned 
Somer. 

•* Well," said I to Somer, " if I can be 
" of any service to you, speak ?" 

" Yes,'' he said, " I been saying mit 
** Mr Van Tulden, dat you do me mush 
« good.'' 

" In what way can I serve you ?^ 

*^ Ick sal stay here mit you, unt liven 
•* mit you, you will please. Ick ben much 
** feared for Decker, he put m6 von chail,. 
*^ ven ick sal comen in Holland ; unt dat 
*^ you know Van Tulden." 

I asked Van Tulden if he consented ? 
To which he replied, ** Yes." 

I then inquired of Somer, whether he 
bad a wife or children.^ If he had, it 
would be better for him not to rem^n with 
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me, but to retire to some other part of the 
world, where there was a possibility of 
providing for his familj. He said he had 
none to care for but himself; and that he 
was^ no way inclined to run headlong into 
danger^ while it was in his power to pre* 
vent it. " Well then,^ said I, " shipmate^ 
since it is so, I shall be proud to have you 
for my companion^ you may therefore ac* 
quaint your old friends with^your resolu- 
tion^ and that, from this time, you and i 
have one and the same interest, you may 
therefore consider yourself as fully out of 
Decker" s power, and set his malice at defi- 



' ance.*" 



, The mate then called Brill the boat- 
swain^ and they both shook me by the 
hand, and told Somer, ^^ whatever of their 
stores wa& not of immediate necessity to 
them, they would leave behind for our use. 
I thanked them very heartily ; acknow- 
ledging, whatever they should think proper 
to leave with U9> we should consider ou£^ 
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selves under the greatest obligation to 
them for. They said I deserved every- 
thing from them, and wherever they went, 
they should bear my kindnesses in remem- 
brance ; and if they lived to return to 
Holland, would report my Christian-like 
behaviour, to their owners. 

Van Tulden desired Godart Somer to 
call all the men together. He then re* 
tired inwards-— seated himself at my table 
^— took pen, ink, and paper, and drew up 
a sort of protest in Dutch — read it over to 
them, and they all put their names to it. 
The substance of it was, that after the loss 
of the ship, with Captain Meert and part 
of the crew, they very providentially met 
with an Englishman, who had been ship- 
wrecked on the same coast several years 
before, and he had been, under Providence, 
the means of preserving their lives, and 
gave them every relief and assistance in 
his power. He asked theni if they were 
irilling to pjut their names to it? Thejr 
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all diiflwered, " yaw, yaw, yaw^^*— 4ieartily 
and kindly shook hand» wi^lh me all round. 
The names of those who signed were as 
folkfWy— Jacdb Van Ttdden^ Jan BriH, 
j\dam Oest, Harman Byvank,. Wouler 
Meyer,. Albert Dubbels, Godart Somer^ 
Claess Decker, Peta? Bylert, Cornelius 
Deman^ Teysen Willems^ Davit Oert, and 
Joiisi Van Drill, a boy. 

I begged that Somer might traiBlate it, 
that I might have a copy to keep by me ; 
whkh was done agreeably to my desire. 
Van Tttlden then mentioned to them 
the afl^ir of Somer^s remaining with me. 
They were very well pleased, aad thought 
be was much in the right so to do ; tbongh 
what be had done in respect to Brandt 
was no more than common justice,, as be 
was a viliaki and a murderer,, and brought 
his death upon himself. 

After this they began to make ready as 
Cast as possible, having fitted up the longr 
boat to tike )i)est advantage for their run^ 
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and got on board all they could convenient* 
ly stow. The carpenter Adam Oest had 
caulked her afresh, and she was quite tight 
and trim: they only waited for a favotff-^ 
able wind to commft themselres once more 
to the ocean. Aboot three days after it 
came round to the nortb-east, and they be-^ 
gan to muster all bands, being twelve in 
number. I told Somer to speak to the 
mate, and tell him, that it was my particu-^ 
lar request be would do me the favour 
not to mention any thing concerning my 
being on the coast, when they came among 
the Spaniards, as he well knew my reasons 
for making this request ; that he would 
likewise not fail to forward my letter to 
roy mother by the very iSrst opportunity. 
Ait this he faithfully engaged to do. 

As they were just upon their departure, 
I summoned all my family. Van Tu(- 
den saluted the women and children, with 
tears in his eyes, shook hands with Harry, 
9nd all the^ crevr followed the e:s:ample. 
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After which, turning to me, he offered to 
put a few pistoles into mj hands, which I 
refused, and bid Sdmer inform him, that I 
should think myself almost as bad as Brandt 
should I accept them ; they could be of 
Uttle use to me in my situation, but they 
might prove of most essential ser.vice and 
benefit to them where they were going. 
He then laid his arms over my shoulders, 
and said, ^^ You ben von goot vriend, 
mynheer.'* Then turning to my old ship- 
mate Somers, said something in Dutch, 
and dropt on his knees. I took the hint, 
and'as they all knelt, I made a sign to my 
people, and we joined them. By his man^ 
ner he seemed to me very devout. They 
began to sing a psalm or hymn, and when 
they had done they all got up, and took 
their leave of me and my family in a very 
hearty and affectionate manner. Just as 
they were stepping on board, I called for a 
large bottle they had given me, and made 
them all take a parting drop of brandy 



PENROSE'S JOURNAL; U 

with me. They then shoved off, and we 
gave them three, cheers. They began to 
row away down the lagoon, and we ran up 
the hill to see them out. When they got 
so far out as to give the reef a good birth^ 
ihey bore away before it, and in about two 
hours we lost sight of them, as they doub* 
led a point. From the time of their first 
landings they were with us about three 
weeks, and took their departure on Friday 
the 30th August 1754. I must candidly 
confess, that except Brandt and Decker, 
they had all behaved during their stay with 
us like honest and quiet men. While they 
continued at my dwelling, I made all the 
women sleep in the interior part, as a ne« 
ce^ary precaution, having observed some 
of the men a little too fond of Jessy, but 
Ocuma kept a keen eye over her, by my 
direction. 

I now began to think it necessary to 
make some new regulations in my family. 
Toby was dead, and Somer,. who remained 



witb me in hid room, might not altogether 
be 8o tractable. The prineipal aathority 
must be vested in one, and a due sabordi-* 
ftstioA established among the rest. My 
own experience told me, that 1 war the 
proper person to support this dignity for 
the benefit of the whole community, t 
explained thiis to Somer, with my reasons. 
He was fully satisfied, and promised most 
implicit obedience to my will ; to which 
he said he was inclined, not ntore by his 
interest than his inclination. I particu^ 
larly stated to him, that he must know 1 
was mmch better acquainted with the man- 
ners and dispositions of the Indians than 
he eotild possibly be ; and as most likely 
We should be visited by them soon, be must 
be particularly attentive to my instructions 
AS to his behaviour and conduct towards 
them; he might depend that I would 
Rtake every thing as easy to him as pos- 
sible, and be his friend on every occasion. 
1 was pleased to see, that he had obtained 
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already tlw sincere attachment of Harry, 
>¥hich was proved hj his readiness in re« 
venging the death of his countryman and 
friend on that brutal murderer Brandt. 
He promised due submission to me in 
erery things-acknowledged himself a 
stranger, and indebted for support and pro-* 
tection to my humanity and kindness. I 

« 

then desired him to take Harry as an as* 
sistanty and fit' up for himself a good birth 
in the kitchen to sleep in. 

N. B. I had long made it a regulation 
in my family to set aside the seventh day 
as the Sabbath, a day of rest and thanks- 
giving ; I mean of rest from erery thing 
but necessary labour ; and I explained to 
those of my household, in the most simple 
and plain manner possible, the reason of this 
institution ; and from the natural infirmities 
of our nature, and the many accidents to 
which we were daily exposed, how ne- 
cessary it was to deprecate the Divine 
wrath, to supplicate the Almighty to assist 
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118 with his power, to regulate our lives ac- 
cording to his will ; and to give us strength 
and courage to support ourselves under the 
trials we might meet with in our daily pro- 
gress, — to worship him and to praise him for 
the benefits we received, and the comforts 
we enjoyed, and more particularly for the 
security and protection he had been pleased 
to afford us on this desert shore. 

I now resolved to take Ocuma to be my 
wife, and hastened to make this declaration, 
lest Somer might anticipate my inclinations 
by a similar proposal. I took the first op- 
portunity of giving Patty notice of my in-- 
tentions, and desired her to communicate 
them to Ocuma in her own language, as 
she had not sufficient knowledge of English 
to understand me. After this, in about 
an hour Patty returned, and called me 
aside ; she told me that Ocuma expressed 
her readiness to do all I *wouId have her, 
if I thought her good enough ; and that 
she would willingly serve me and my chil- 
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dren with all her heart. " Then tell her 
to come to me,^ said I. She did as I 
desired, and brought her. I then sum-- 
moned the rest of my family ; and when 
cthey were assembled, I took Ocuma by the 
hand, and declared before them all, that I 
took her to be my wife, and mother to my 
children. They all expressed the greatest 
joy on this occasion, and thus I became a 
married man again. 

The ship showed herself above water for 
a long time afler this, and Somer went with 
Harry now and then to bring off what 
they could find from her. My new friend 
acted in all respects as became his con- 
dition ; but one morning he came in and 
informed me, that he saw five Indians 
coming down the hill, and immediately 
caught up his gun. " What are you at P'* 
said I ; •* there is no fear ; they are my very 
good friends ; but go and call Harry and 
• his wife here.*' 
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The Indians now approached, and when 
they observed another white man in my 
company, they halted ; I beckoned, and they 
advanced, saluting me in a very kind way. 
These Indians were Vinne-quote^ or the 
smoaker, and brother to Ocuma; Sela- 
cato, or a joyous person, conducted hither 
by Owa-gamy ; Futatee and Noona-waiak, 
my old friends, 

Owa gamy asked directly for Luta. 
Upon this, I withdrew to a distance, leav- 
ing Harry to explain the melancholy story, 
which took up almost an hour, all whicli 
time I kept out of sight. When I return- 
ed, I seated myself alone. I had no sooner 
^ne this, than my three friends came all 
to me, and shewed the greatest tokens of 
compassion, in plain and unfeigned ex- 
pressions of condolence. Then they all 
hugged Somer, as if they would have eaten 
him. They told Harry, they were well 
pleased to learn that I had taken poor 
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Toby'*s widow to be my wife, as it was a 
proof of the regard I had for him; they 
said it was the custom with them to do 
the same among friends. They likewise 
informed us, that they had seen a boat full 
of white men pass by their shore. ' Harry 
told them, they were messmate Somer^s 
friends. When they heard this, they 
said, had they known it, and they had 
landed among them, they should have used 
them kindly for our sakes ; observing, that 
as I had treated their people so well on 
every occasion, it was their duty to do 
the same by mine. Owa-gamy, continuing 
this conversation, added, that good firm 
friends were to be compared to a strong 
man, whose two arms assisted each other 
to fight and defend the body from iiyuries^ 
while histwolegs werethemutual supporters 
of his body, in standing, walking, runnings 
&c. I answered, that Somer and I were 
greatly beholden to him and his people^ 
and should on every occasion do our ut- 
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most to deserve the continuance of their 
friendship. 

Owa-gamy desired me not to be cast 
down ; saying, that as to my loss, he 
thought I was well recompensed, for the 
spirit of Luta was now centered in the 
heart of Ocuma, and the fidelity of Toby- 
repaid by the attachment of my new friend 
Somer, who shewed himself to have a 
good spirit, when he revenged the death 
of that good <creature. He then made a 
remark on tire practice of drinking strong 
liquors, and said, perhaps our people did 
not use the same caution as the Indians, 
when they took foors water, the name 
given to spirits. On such an occasion, it 
was their constant rule to lay aside their 
arms, and give them into the keeping of 
some particular person, lest they should 
become as foolish as the water was itself^ 
and should revenge the deaths of their old 
fathers^ a thousand moons ago. 
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Tbe Indims staid with us four day^ 
and I gave each 6f them a piece of wool- 
len cloth, which we had brought from the 
wreck. Somer desired Harry to ask if 
they would bring some tobacco the next 
time they paid us a visit ? They said we 
should have enough, and tlien left us. 

Shortly after they were gone, Ocuma 
asked Harry, if Somer was not younger 
than me ? I desired him to inform her that 
he was my elder, and that she would soon 
see his beard as long as mine for want of 
a razor. This put me upon trimming 
mine with my scissars. My whiskers were 
now become quite formidable. Harry 
{)lucked his out by the roots, after the 
fashion of his country. 

We had now collected a large quantity 
of goods from the wreck, and it took us 
two days to stow them away to the best 
advantage. I used sometimes to dress 
myself up in Dutch clothes to divert the 
Indians. We bad likewise a store of 
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strong liquors, though I was often sorry we 
had a drop, as I found Harry grow too 
fond of it; but I thought of a scheme to 
spoil his relish for it. One day, while he 
was absent, I conveyed a quantity of grou- 
par slime into a bottIe« and then filled it 
with brandy and gin mixed ; I then put it 
out of sight till an opportunity should of- 
fer ; which I did not wait for long. Soon 
after he asked me for some. I told him if 
he loved it so much, it would make him 
hate his best friends, it should only be 
used in case of sickness ; so a very small 
quantity served him this time ; but before 
night, he complained of being sick. " What, 
very sick ?'^ " Yes, very sick,'' he said. I 
then gave him the bottle, and desired, 
when he had taken the quantity he liked, 
that he would go to sleep. This went off 
very well ; I knew what I had to expect. 
As he did not make his appearance for 
some hours, I sent to inquire how he was. 
I found he was fiEtst asleep, and so he con« 
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tinued during the evening. AHer I had 
been on my bed for some time, Patty' 
came with a torch and awakened me ; she 
said Harry was very sick, very sick in- 
deed. The gleam of the lamp upon her 
sombre countenance, and the cavern par- 
tially illumined by its rays, gave the whole 
scene the appearance of the operations of 
witchcraft. I got up, however, to save 
appearances, and affected much concern. 
Th6 women were all in tears, and Jessy 
ran to call Somer. No sooner did he come, 
than like a true Dutchman, he cried out, 
^^ Der tivel, dat fellow is tronken, is 
tronk, dat is all.^ And indeed the poor 
devil had taken such a quantity, that I be- 
gan to be fearful of the consequences ; he 
had almost finished the whole bottle, and 
it had worked him fore and aft at sucH 

• 

a rate, that he could scarcely hold up his 
head. The next morning he began to 
come to a little, but was very stupid and^ 
sick. I asked him if he would have a lit* 
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tie more of the good stuff; he shook his 
heady turned awaj and said nothing. I 
let him continue thus foF some time, and 
then renewed mj lecture. I painted out 
to him the consequences of such excess ; 
suppose it had made him as mad as it had 
made Brandt, and in' his drunken fit he 
had thought proper to shoot me, as Brandt 
did Toby.. I found this was enough, he 
fell down at my knees and said, ^^ no, no^ 
good brother Penoly, the Great One 
make me sick, purpose to make me sorry^ 
make me hate fooPs water, no take more^ 
never, never T and away he ran. From 
this day I could entirely trust him, as he 
would not touch it; therefore of this ar- 
ticle we had plenty without use-. 

I will now mention the behaviour of oup 
Indians, when they saw me begin to 
.write my Journal. They would gather 
round me, and. whisper to each other; and 
if they crowded me too much, if I did btit 
put my pen towards them> they would 
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jump back quite terrified. One dajr as I 
was reading it over to Somer, Harry said, 
that now he was sure I was very cunning 
man, for I could make all my old words 
speak again quite new, and that I could 
make dead people talk. 

« How so ?'^ said I. 

^^ Did not I hear what sister Luta talk 
to ]VIr Somer just now, and she is in the 
grave yonder P"" 

This made me smile, and I told him I 
would make little Owen do as much soon. 

" Aye, aye,'' said he, " when he got 
beard like you.'" 

Sometimes he would touch the point of 
the pen, and say, ^^ no wonder birds talk 
so well, when so many feathers talk in 
their wings.'' 

I found it very difficult to make my 
knife sharp enough to make pens. My 
pens too were not of the very best quality, 
being from turkey, buzzard, and from hawk, 
and bald eagles.. 
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After we became more settled, I asked 
Somer one day where he was born ? He 
told me at Middleburg in Zealand. ^^ Da 
you not remember Peter Cass, and George 
Nielson, your countrymen, on board the 
Harrington ?^ said I. " Yes,^ he replied^ 
" very well.*" I then told him Cass died 
at Kingston that same voyage. One word 
brought on another; and talking of the 
wars, he said it was now peace between 
England, France, and Spain. I asked him 
how long ? He said in the year 1748 peace 
was made. This made me rejoice, as 
thinking if the Spaniards should find me 
now,I might expect more favour from them« 

I was a long time at my Journal day by 
day, before I could bring it to this period 
of time. What has preceded^ has been 
collected as I could best remember ; but I 
persuade myself nothing of any note has 
escaped, as I was very careful to retain 
what I. thought worthy of notice. But 1 
must observe^ in respect to Indian informa- 
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tion, the spelling their names and the like, I 
may not be quite exact. A man, to give 
the true pronunciation to their words, 
should be bom among them. Neither is 
it possible in any language precisely > to 
copy their ideas, and the manner of con- 
veying them« 
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CHAP. XV.. 



MINTH YEAR OF MY RESIDENCE. 

Mt ninth year now commenced. The 
last had been a very busy year. It was 
now the 15th June 1755. Somer and I 
were sitting by the light of a torch, telling 
old stories, and reciting the adventures of 
our youth, when he was suddenly struck over 
the eye by a very large beetle, which gave 
him extreme pain. These beetles I had 
seen frequently in the woods in the even- 
ings, some of them as large as a hen'^s e^g, 
and of a dark green colour. They have a 
long kind of forceps like the claw of a 
crab, set with fine teeth, with a black po- 
lish, very bright and shining. With these 
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forceps, they lay hold of the young twigs 
of trees, such as they can grasp, then ex- 
panding their wing9, begin to whirl about 
round the tNranch with great force and ve- 
Idcity, and by that means cut the bark 
through to the sap ; then by hanging under, 
they suck it in^ Our females at times 
used to produce a sort of music with two 
or three of them ; they made them fast to 
long strings, as our children do chaffers^ 
and then hung them up in the cavern pas- 
sage, where they would spin round, and' it 
was surprising to hear the sounds they 
made ; sometimes like the deep pipes of an 
organ, according to the magnitude of their 
wings, and they would sometimes strike 
chords most sweetly. Poor Somer^ eye 
was not well for a week and more ; but by 
the Indian method, of cure it was quite re- 
stored again. 

Being on the subject of insects, I shall 
now describe a kind of ants which are very 
common here. They are of a dirty white 
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colour, and of a shape very different from 
other ants. They build their nests in the 
limbs of trees, old stumps, and rocks ; the 
nest is as large as a bee-hive, and of a con- 
sistency like coarse brown bread. From 
this nest, or general commonwealth, they 
have generally three or four high roads, 
composed of the same substance. These 
roads are arched over, and of the size of a 
mane's little finger, so that all their works 
are deeds of darkness. They never fail to 
have one of these paths lead to the water, 
and if at any time accident should damage 
this causeway, which they lead up and down 
the bodies of trees, rocks, and the likcj 
they at once repair the breach again ; but 
the matter of which they compose it, is 
not of the same colour when new, being 
then .grey. Should you break any part of 
this road, you will soon see two or three 
ants make their appearance, but retire back 
again, as if to make their report ; then in^ 
continently comes forth a multitude^ in the 



PBNROSB^S JOURNAL. 93 

greatest hurry and confusion imaginable. 
Yet if you watch, they all forsake it again, 
leaving the breach as it was ; but if you 
retire and visit the place the next morning, 
you will find it fully repaired. But should 
you break it down a second time, in that 
ease they will not repair it as before, but 
they carry it round circular, or in a large 
curve, somewhat altering the path, and 
then join it as before. The Indians say, 
the nest burnt to ashes is good for many 
disorders ; but of this I know nothing. 
They are very destructive, which I know 
by expei*ience, as in one night they ate off 
one of the uprights pt my table, and their 
bite gives most excruciating pain ; there- 
fore whenever we discovered a road leading 
our way, we constantly routed them by 
that general destroyer, fire. 

How often have I soothed my melan- 
choly thoughts in this solitude, by contem- 
plating the divine works of the almighty 
framer of the world. In these moments 
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I felt myself humbled, but not degraded. 
I could not explain the mysteries of crea- 
tion, nor lift up the impenetrable veil 
which divine wisdom bad interposed to re- 
strain human pursuits within proper limi- 
tatbn. Sut I felt myself a reasoning be- 
ing, dignified by an intellectual capacity 
superior to the animals around me. I 
could trace events up to their causes, and 
derive consequences from remote relations, 
by a faculty finer than instinct ; a faculty 
which seemed to unite me to the divine 
author of my being, in whose image I was 
formed. 

How often did I wish to bave the asso- 
ciate of my youth. Bill Falconer, with me, 
to explore these beauties, and to record 
them in hi^ sweet poetry ; but, alas ! I 
parted with him in Old England, never 
perhaps to meet more in this world. His 
may be a happier lot. Led by a gentler 
star, he may pass through this busy scene 
with more ease and tranquillity than has 
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been the portion of his humble friend Pen^ 
rose. And though, when time or accident 
may destroy this mortal body, my bones 
may be destined to whiten the unfrequented 
desert, may thine, my gentle friend, rest 
in peace in the sepulchre of thy fathers ! 
It is my duty to submit to the dispensa- 
tions of Providence ; and, in the contracted 
circle in which I live, contentedly and 
cheerfully administer to the comforts and 
necessities of those around me. 

My messmate Somer often expressed 
his regret that he was not furnished with a 
pipe of tobacco. This was a difficulty I 
knew not how to surmount. I had some 
old stuff by me, but from length of time 
it could be of no use ; but even if it were, 
what were we to substitute for a pipe? 
He observed there were pipes enough on 
board their ship, but we never saw 
any. I told him if he and Harry could 
find out any thing that would answer the 
end of tobacco, I would provide him with 
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a pipe. He tben consulted Harry on the 
subject; the Indians frequently smoaked 
whilst they were with us, but the tobacco 
was rolled into segars, such as were used 
by the Spaniards. Harry said he knew a 
jplant that was often used as a substi,tute 
for tobacco, and they soon procured some. 
I then bid him knead up some clay very 
fine; this I rolled round a wire, and then 
contrived a bole, somewhat rude I confess, 
l)ut such as would answer the purpose. 
We then burnt it, and from this rude 
essay, Somer made a kind of mold with 
his knife ; and from this time we were not 
in want of pipes, such as they were. 

Somer was extremely pleased with this 
contrivance, and seemed to speak with 
more content and spirit with the pipe in 
his mouth. Harry and I began to practise 
likewise, and in a short time, became very 
notable smoakers. Now and then Somer 
and I used to indulge ourselves very spa- 
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ringly with a drop of liquor ; bnt Harry 
could not be persuaded to touch it. 

I now began to instruct my little Owen 
in the alphabet. I made the letters plaiQr 
and distinct, in the best manner I could, 
with my pen. During this occupation^; 
the rest of my family would sit round me ; 
so that they all Jeamt a little. I would now 
have given a thousand dollars, if I pos^ 
sessed them, for a bible; but it was not ta 
be had. Little Owen could repeat the 
Lord's prayer without missing a word ; and 
perhaps was the first of the Indian natives 
on this coast who could do it in the English 
language. 

Thus I used to pass my time. Some^ 
times with my gun, but this was seldom, 
as we had no great store of shot ; at other 
times, writing, fishing, and the like. So- 
mer employed himself in making a mast 
and sails for the yawl ; and when he had 
done, we got her keel up, and payed her 
bottom with tar, pitch, and sand, thinking 
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it would keep out the worm, and we found 
it answer the purpose tolerably well. 

In comparing my present state with 
what it had been, I found myself very com- 
fortably settled ; but my tranquillity was 
soon disturbed by the discontent of my 
companion Somer. He began to alter his 
carriage towards me, — he would take his 
pipe and retire to a distance, and remain 
absent an hour or two at a time. I ob- 
served this some time before I mentioned 
it to him ; and finding that he continued 
in the same sulky mood, I was resolved to 
have a serious talk with him on the sub- 
ject. Therefore, one evening I proposed 
to him to take a trip over to the Long 
Key« — perhaps we might find some things 
drifted on shore from the wreck. He said, 
« with all my heart.'' ** Well, then,'' said 
I, " Harry shall get the boat ready to- 
night ; we will take our guns and lines, 
and Swift shall go with us." This pleased 
very well, and the next morning we put 
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off, with our pipes in our months. I put 
a small quantity of brandy in the boat, and 
left Harry governor at home, with orders, 
that if any thing should chance to happen 
to require our presence, he was to hoist a 
piece of an old ensign which we had pre- 
served from the wreck* 

Soon after we arrived at the key, as we 
were walking towards the point, Somer 
cried out with an oath, *^ dere is von schip 
comen.*" **Avastswearing, shipmate,'' said I, 
" in what quarter tlo you see her ?" ** Dere, 
see mit mine finger." I took out my glass 
and discpv^ed a small sloop standing to 
the westward I told him it was a Spani* 
ard bound down thecoast, and could beof no 
consequence to us, as she would touch no 
where near us. ** This is what I fear," 
said he, " I wish she would; you don't 
want to Ieav« this place and these Indian 
women, but would live here for even" 
Just as I was about to reply, he took 
notice that our signal was out. I imme- 
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diately prepared to return, thinking that 
the vessel perhaps was not the only cause ; 
when he found this, he said somewhat 
sharply, " what, will you not stay to see 
how the ship steers-?'' *' Not I indeed,*" I 
replied, ** I am sure she does not intend to 
speak with us.'' With that I got into the 
boat, and he followed, muttering between 
his teeth. The moment we were seated, 
I addressed him thus : 

** I perceive plainly, Mr Somer, that 
** you are not disposed to reconcile your- 
" self to the will of Providence ; it gives 
<* me much concern to observe your rest- 
<< less and unquiet disposition, under such 
*^ inflictions as it hath pleased the Almigh- 
" ty to lay on you. What do you want, 
'^ that a reasonable being in such a si- 
** tuation might not do without? Had 
^< you been cast on this shore as I was, 
<* destitute of every things naked almost, 
<< and without hope of assistance, with, 

nothing to support nature but a few 
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" shell fish, which were to be eaten raw ; 
*^ without a fellow mortal to converse 
*^ with, and with the continual expecta- 
** tion of being knocked on the bead by 
** the savages, or devoured by wild beasts-— 
'^ you might then have complained, but 
*♦ you must have submitted. How diffe- 
^< rent has been your situation ? think on 
** this, and you will see the extent of your 
ingratitude to a good God, who has 
preserved you ; who has spread for you 
^ a table in the wilderness, and provided 
*« you with food, with raiment, and with 
^^ human society, to comfort and relieve 
*' you. You might have left this place 
** with your companions ; it was your 
*^ choice to remain with me ? You knew 
** that by returning with them you were 
^^ liable to punishment for the death of 
>^ Brandt ; though I think, in the eye of 
^ heaven, you were fully justified in that 
** transaction ; but as it was in some de- 
^< gree taking the law into your owa 
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*^ hands, the law might have condemned 
you." (I found he began to be affected.) 
My advice to you is, to resign yourself 
entirely to the will of God, and if you 
repeat this resolution every morning at 
your first rising, you will find your 
^^ heart more at ease; I speak from ex« 
^ perience ; it has been my constant prac- 
^^ tice, and I have benefited by it. Should 
^ Providence so order, that I may again 
" visit my native country, I shall be 
*^ thankful for the blessing ; if I am doom- 
" ed to remain where I now am till my 
^ death, I trust I shall not repine, but make 
^ myself as contented as the nature of my* 
" situation will allow." 

" Well, well, Mr Penrose, say no more ; 
^' if I must die in this country, I cannot 
" help it, I will do my best to be satis- 
" fied ; you are my good friend ; I will 
<^ endeavour to think better than I have 
<^ done, so there's an end on't'* 
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When we got home, we found company 
arrived there before us, viz. Owa-gamy, 
Komaloot, and Vinne-quote, brother to 
Ocuma. Much joy was expressed on all 
sides at our meeting. Somer put on a 
more placid air, and we entertained them 
with the best we had. To my very great 
surprise, Somer took me aside, and beg- 
ged I would treat with Owa-gamy to pro- 
cure him a wife. I promised to comply, 
at the same time reflected with myself, 
what a strange inconsistency of character 
this man exhibited. Considering upon the 
whole this might turn out favourably for 
me, I desired Ocuma to pention the thing 
to Eomaloot and the rest, .which she did ; 
and they returned this answer, — *' That 
if Somer desired such a thing, he must 
come with them and look out a wife him- 
self, as it was not the custom with them 
for the girls to hunt men, as men hunt 
deer in the woods." This brought on a 
laugh at poor Somer'^s expence ; and I ob» 
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served, that to ud thi^ would be attended 
with a very great difiiGuky^ as we did not 
know the way to their home. Komaloot 
then very archly asked, whether we de- 
sired for them to bring all the girls of their 
nation for him to choose one from the 
whole body? and if they did, they would 
soon eat up all we had before my new 
•friend would find out one that should please 
him* 

I desired llarry to tell Eomaloot that 
I thought his remark a very just one ; and 
that .we had no other way to settle this 
business properly, but by Somer^s return- 
ing with them, to try his own fortune, and 
that Harry should go with him, on condi- 
tion that Vinne-quote, my new brother-in- 
law, would stay here in his room, with his 
sister, till they returned. After a consul- 
tation of about two hours, the matter was 
agreed upon, though not very much to the 
satisfaction of Fatty, who did not like ta 
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part with her husband, being near her 
time. 

At length the day came when thiey were 
to set off, and as I was for the first time 
to part with my good friend Harry, I can- 
not express the reluctance 1 felt in my 
mind, and the depression of spirits which 
*it occasioned^ for I had the sineerest esteem 
and affection for him. They set off all of 
them well armed. My shipmate was dres- 
sed in a very odd garb'^a pair of Dutch 
breechesj with a little short jacket, and one 
of my sombreros on his head. At their 
departure, I gave Owa-gamy a piece of 
cloth, and to the rest some trifles, by way 
.of securing their interest in favour of my 
friends Somer and Harry. 

I felt myself now as it were in a new 
situation, and such as I had not experi- 
enced before : Patty was all in tears ; the 
poor children crying for Harry, and I was 
myself in a state of great afHiction ; for, hav- 
ing been long used to the society of my 
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good friends who had left me^ the depriva* 
tion was most severely felt. But, how- 
ever, on this, as on all other occasions, I 
found patience my best remedy. 

I began now to occupy myself more than 
usual in all our domestic concerns and 
wants: I was obliged to accompany Vinne- 
quote every where, as even if he had been 
ever so well acquainted .with our premises, 
not understanding a word of English, I 
could give him no instructions* 

Thus we remained for about a month ; 
and now we began to keep a sharp look 
out, as we expected them by sea, if Sonier 
succeeded in his matrimonial expedition. 
During their absence we got one warree ; 
and Vinne-quote, being among the traps, 
espied a tiger devouring a piccary in one 
of them. He ran to inform me ; and I 
directly charged my piece with two balls, 
and quickly dispatched him. No tumbler 
could have shewn better postures than be 
did ;, but Vinne-quote soon put an end to 
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ills dancing. He then drew him out and 
dragged him home. We stripped him at 
once of his beautiful skin, and spread it out 
to dry. 

Five weeks were now passed, and yet qo 
signs of our gentry. I began to be very 
uneasy, but kept my fears to myself, that 
I might not unnecessarily alarm Patty. I 
often reflected how much happier I lived 
when I had only Harry and his sister with 
me ; but these days were now passed, 
what the future might bring forth was 
known only to him in whose hands are the 
issues of life and deatL 

When first I landed on this desolate 
shore, what would I have given for the 
consolation of a companion T Since that 
time, I have been fearful of having too 
many. Whether, in future, I was to hav« 
too little or too much company, was a 
question quite beyond my ability to resolve. 
Thus are we poor mortals tost about on 
the ocean of human life^, continually shifts 
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ing from one gcene to another, never at 
rest, and never knowing exactly, or being 
contented with, that station which is best 
suited to our nature and happiness; but 
ever changing present security for uncer- 
tain prospects, and permanent and solid 
comforts for projects of doubtful tenure 
and fancifiJil expectation. Like children, 
who grow wearj of their plaj things, and 
are not satisfied till thej take them to 
pieces, and by gratifying their curiosity, 
render them useless for ever. 

These reflections were in a great mea- 
sure produced by the fickle and variable 
disposition of Somer, who used to wonder 
at my fondness for Ocuma, and think it 
impossible that I could receive any plea- 
sure from her society ; and yet was now 
in search of an object of the same colour 
and tiation, to be the companion and solace 
of his retirement. So have I rejected 
dainties at my mother's table; but want 
and the imperious calls of hunger taught 
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me a better lesson. The neglected crust 
has been eagerly seized, and I have thanked 
(Grod for the coarsest supply. 

I had contrived an angling-rod and 
line, with which, at times, I used to amuse 
myself at the head of the lagoon. As I 
was one day at this sport, I heard the 
sound of a conch shell at a distance. I 
immediately quittied it— returned home and 
acquainted my household. I then got my 
gla3s and colours and mounted the hill of 
observation. I soon perceived three canoes 
coming round the point of the key ; I then 
went down to dress myself to receive my 
guests with the more honour. I put on a 
suit of a Dutch seaman^'s clothes, and told 
Ocuma to wear my tiger jacket— gave a 
piece of red cloth to Vinne-quote, and a 
blue piece to Patty. Thus equipped, we 
got into the yawl, and went down the la- 
goon to meet them, leaving Jessy with the 
children. 
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They soon came into the lagoon, and 
met us, blowing their shells. As they drew 
near, I heard messmate Somer begin a 
Dutch song, spreading abroad his hands, 
and shewing every token of ^eat joy. 
Well, thought I, you are pleased at length 
I bope ? Soon after Harry began his songl 
Upon this, Patty burst into a fit of crying 
and laughing in the sanrc breath. They 
now all landed and came in. The first 
who jumped ashore was Harry. He ran 
with open arms to his wife, then began to 
hug me and all the rest. Somer then 
came forward and shook me most heartily 
by the hand. " You have succeeded I 
hope ?"said I. " 1 yaw, yaw,^ he replied, 
** ober I vill shew you mine bretty young 
vife Wanee.**^ 

Our company consisted of Eomaloot, 
Futatee, and four more Indians, who had 
all been here before, and four ladies, viz. 
the wives of Komaloot and Owa-gamy, the 
bride, and another young woman. 
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As soon as we got to our dwelling, Somer 
brought me his lady by the hand, and pre- 
senting her, said, " dere is Madam Somer.*" 
She was a good jolly ifigure, aged about 
eighteen, as I guessed. I told him, I hop- 
ed he was now satisfied, and would be more 
contented for the future. I then welcomed 
them all, and desired Komaloot to send 
away a gang to strike fish, as we were not 
provided for a wedding dinner. Harry, 
upon this, cried out, they were married al- 
ready. *' That may be," said I, " but I 
am resolved to have it celebrated here 
again.*" Somer approved my resolution, 
and we- began to give a loose to joy and 
festivity. 

I went and made up a good bowl of 
grog. We then took to our pipes, and the 
ladies retired to chat by themselves. My 
shipmate was now become a new man — no 
silent long puffs of tobacco; his tongue 
ran the whole time, and he gave us a full 
account of the deception he met with 
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among the Indians, and of their manners 
and customs. 

Thus we spent our time, till our sports- 
men returned, with plenty of fish and 
fowl. As evening came on, I ordered 
Harry to provide a good parcel of torches, 
and we made free use of our grog, but 
not a single person was intoxicated. This 
I took special care to prevent. About six, 
in the evening the ladies made their ap- 
pearance again. I saluted the bride and 
the rest of the company. This was a 
signal for them to do the same, which pro- 
duced some merrinient. After supper we 
began to dance, sing, and play, which con- 
tinued till the sun rose upon us* At last 
we all grew so weary, that we were glad 
to turn in to rest, but not one the worse 
for the liquor he had drank. Thus ended 
messmate Somer''s wedding entertainment ; 
and I must own I was very merry on the 
occasion ; and what made me more so, was 
the degree of content which Somer seemed 
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to enjoy. His melancholy proceeded from 
bis being like a bird without his mate. 
This seems to be the unvaried law of na- 
ture throughout the universe* 

The company staid with us only four 
"days, then took Vinne-quote with them. 
Madam Somer and my lady soon became 
sociable together, ^arry told me I had 
forgotton one thing, which was to give 
my wife and Madam Somer new names in 
English. " Well then,'' said I, ** what rs 
. the young girfs name?" Somer told me 
it was a long one, and he could not speak 
tit well. Ocuma told me her name was 
Matta-nany, or a swe^ taste. I then de- 
sired her husband to chuse what name he 
thought best for her, and be called her 
alter a sister of his own, Eva, or Eve. I 
-replied, I would call my wife likewise 
after my sister Betty. Thus was this mat- 
ter settled. 

I told Somer it was time we should 
think of tqrtling, it being now the season, 

VOL. H. H ' 
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md we fallaw€d it up with tolerable suc- 
cess for some time. On the 7th of Janu- 
ary ^ Pattj presented Harry with a sod. 
He came to ine full of joy with the news; 
hut it was soon damped by the absence of 
little Morgan, who had been misuag some 
time, and could not be found. At last we 
had the melancholy news brought that he 
was drowned in the lagoon. He had been 
attempting to catch fish with a stick, and 
when found must luive been dead more 
than an hour. Poor little fellow 1 I was 
greatly afflicted at his death ; but accus- 
tomed as I had been to grief and disap- 
pointment, I kissed the rod with humility 
and resignation, and submitted myself with 
Christian patience to the infliction which 
it had pleased Pxovidence to visit me with. 
After the.burifd was over, Harry came 
very innocently to know what name I 
would give his son. This abrupt questioti 
at this moment hurried my spirits. I an- 
swered somewiiat hastily, << call him Job^ 



« What is Job ?^ said he. I told him pa- 
tience. ^* Well that is a good name,^ said 
he ; and so the point was settled. 

Nothing happened worth notice for a 
^considerable time. We continued to live 
together in the most friendly manner. We 
were nine in family. Jessy was become a 
very fine .young woman> and so faithful and 
obedient in all things, that she would have 
exposed her life at any time to serve either 
me or ray wife. I now enjoyed full peace 
of imnd, nor had I a wandering thought 
In my heart. In this state I concluded 
my ninth year, according to my reckon- 
ing. 
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As I was one day leaning against the rock, 
near the entrance of our dwelling, I could 
not help contemplating the scene beforfe 
me, with a degree of complacency that 
'soothed and exhilarated my spirits. I be- 
held it with a painter^s eye, and wauld 
willingly have transformed to canvas the 
picture before me, but the materials were 
wanting. The reader will therefore accept 
of my description, and such a rude sketch as 
my poor ability can furnish him with. First, 
was to be seen the mouth of a large ca- 
vern, somewha(t resembling the lofty door- 
way to an old Gothic cathedral, except that 
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thd arch was much wider. On the right » 
was my wife Betty, with Patty sitting be- - 
bind her, braiding her long black hair. A> 
little without the entrance was young Owen' 
taking aim at his uncle Harry, who stood 
cm the other side of 4he entrance. With his 
back against the rock, as a kindof butt- 
for him,, and catching the arrows as they 
came in his hand. Somer sitting against 
t|ie side of the rock within, with his red: 
pipe in his mouth, tailoring, with an old* 
Fed Dutch cap faced with fur on his head.> 
Eva was receiving a bowl of stewed fish- 
from young Jessy before the entrance. 
About the centre, within, was my writing^ 
table covered . with a piece of sailcloth, at 
which I considered myself placed, with my 
pen in my hand, and surveying the scene* 
around me. The two dogs and cat before 
the door- way basking; the parrof s cage on' 
one side of the cave^ with the bird on the 
top of it, the cage an oblong square. Fronv 
a crevice in^the rock projectedajong, sticky 
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cm whkB Mcpggy the maccaw was to Be 
seeo.' Ov^ the cavern sn immense rode 
overhtmg witk trees^ except towards the 
top, where stood our flagstaff; the flag 
was about seven feet long, and five deep,, 
eonsisting of onlj two stripes^ the upper 
Uue^ the under white. 

N.B. We wore but Uttle dodnng: 
when within doors* The wofnen seldont' 
Hiore than a striped cloth about the middle^ 
aiid indeed tiiis was almost the only articie- 
of drfess that distioguished my wbole £eu» 
wily. 

Finding Somer in a communicative 
mood, I begged him to give m» a»ore 
particular detail of his journey to the land 
«f matrimony. He said, that as for fbod^ 
they now and then caught land crabsy. and 
roasted them; they Kkewiae killed twoi 
monkeys, which afforded a delieiovs ro-» 
past to the Indians. Tbey went ov^er one 
very long and high h^I, witli but little 
irood 091 it) then descended to a laq;e poadi 
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or lake, hy tbe side of which* the j walked 
about five miles, as h^ judged ; and here 
they saw a number of large and very fright- 
ful animals, both in the lake and oii its 
banks, some of them with very long tails. 
These I supposed to have been alligators. 
He said thai not being used to travel so 
hmrd^ it miade his feet blister, so that his 
guides were obliged to walk his paee, and 
were always willing to halt, when he ex« 
pressed a desbe so to do. On the 5th day, 
ia the evening, they eame to a place where 
some plantain trees ^ew, and there seating 
themselves^ made a hearty itieal ; so trtutch 
90, that they finished all they bad in Store ; 
but instead of making up a fire as usualj. 
tiiey got np to proceed on their journey. 
This not a little dismayed him ; and he 
ibked Harry if they intended to travel aH 
oiight. ** No, no,^ said he, " we are now 
come homte;^ and in a short time they 
beard the crowing of co^ks, and presently 
dfter came to a large v^^igv^am. Here the* 
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Indians seated themselves, and began tt^ 
make an odd noise with their hands held, 
l^ollow before their mouths. This brought, 
forth two-Indians, who directly knew them,, 
and they all entered the wigwam. Here, 
they slept till the day appeared, then a' 
number of voices were to be heard, witk 
conches blowing, (ic. Soon afler many In«^ 
dians came from all quarters and saluted: 
them,, with several women and children,. 
who gazed at hini< witb great curiosity.. 
Finding himself in the midst of them,, he: 
offered to shake hands with some of themy. 
but none of the younger sort would touch; 
him by any means. Then Owa«>gamy came* 
and took Harry by the hand, and led him* 
about fromhouse lo house as a great curiosiw 
ty, or lost sheep^^ found again. In a day or' 
two they b^an to grow more free, and< 
would gather round Harry and him to hearer 
them speak English, with which they were<v 
highly delighted, and frequently endeavour-^ 
e^ to repeat .the words after jthe^i- He md» 
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k ; was more than a fortnight before they* 
took the least notice of the aiiair he came 
upon. Harrj told him then, that be would 
urge Komaloot to hasten the business.^^ 
He spoke to him accordingly. His answer 
was, <^ he did not see that the girls avoided 
bim, and all would be well in good time.^< 
Soon after* this Harry told him< there was< 
a girl in the next wigwam with whom her 
had conversed, and; that she expressed a^ 
sort of desire to, live with Ocuma, so that 
if he could get her brother^'s consent, he 
was sure she would have him, as he had 
given her great enGOuragement,.byacquaint-< 
ing her with the great love Penoljr shewed to< 
his wives. He desired Harry to speak tot 
her brother. This he did, and soon aflter 
Owa-gamy and the r«st assembled on the' 
occasion. Harry told him the matter had( 
been represented to the brother in the most 
advantageous light, and he gave his fulk 
consent. Having s^en and admired thi» 
jurL beyond any other^ he desired a meet« 
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ing of all the parties. In fuU assemblf^h^ 
took the girl hy the hand, and asked her, 
by naeans of Harry, if she was willing ti> 
be his wife. She aiiswered in the affinoa^ 
tive, and her brother at once presented her 
to him. The weddiag was acedrdiogly, 
Celebrated with ranch jdy and festiTity, m 
£ew days before they set off on their re- 
turn to my habitation. Thvs ended hts ftc-^ 
eount of this expedition. 

Soon after this, as my wife was sitting 
Bear the entrance of our dwelling, she caU 
led to me, and desired me to observe what m 
large guano there was on the green, among 
the lime trees ; npon ibis I caBed io Harry,, 
and pointed oat the bird to*him as a fine 
mark ; be took his bow and arrows in hi» 
hands and shot, but missed, as jast at thai 
moment it passed behind a bush ; be then 
snatched up a mascbut and gave chaee to 
iL He soon after calkd to me, and I came 
up just as he had kiUed it. The gu^io had 
bid itself in an odd Ipnd of nook^ cprere(| 



with bushes. WhUe I v^ms surveying the 
place, I pencelved^ tbrovgh the thicket 
with which it was surrouflded, a heap of 
aioaes^ pQed up like a pyramid, about the 
height of four feet*. ** Some Indian has 
been busied here,^ said I to Harry* ^* No,. 
Bo,*^ he replied, ^* we don't do that way.^ 
My cnrtosity being a good deal excited, I ^ 
told him to call Somer;. I shewed it to him,, 
and begged his c^nion* He said he really 
eottld not tell what to make of it; but mov* 
ing some of the bushes to takeanearer inspect 
tioA^hedrew out a fragment of a glass bottle,^ 
imd said, by this he believed it was the grare 
of some white man. ^ Well then,"' I replied^ 
^ wewiU search a little furtherintotbeafTair.^ 
He seemed to be quite tenrified at the idea 
of disturbing the bones of any dead persODy 
and desired me to desirt. I found by thil^ 
tnd other instances, that be was eiUremdy 
superstittious. ^^ Never mind,'' said I, ** I 
wiU take aii the misehirf to myself; oomt 
jHarry, let us begin to work, and remember^ 
Somer^ if we find a treaisuie bere^ you vf'A 
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have no share of it, unless you lend a- 
band.**^ Like a true Dutchman, the expec-" 
tation of profit for a moment dissipated^ 
his fears,^ and he worked as hard as the. 
best of us. After digging for a consider-^ 
able time, we came came to a thick planks 
•< Now, ^' said I, "let us lift it up.'' On re^ 
moying it, we found beneath it, part of a 
^eleton, with the head almost entire, but: 
much decayed. Somer said he would now* 
have no more to do in the business* Find-- 
ing the skeleton lay between three other 
boards, I desired Harry to move the bones^ 
to another place. While he was at work I : 
took up the skull in my hand, and found w 
deep indent in it on the right side, as if 
made with an axe, or some sharp heavy 
iveapon. I shewed it to Somer,' saying, 
there had been foul play here some time 
or other. When all was cleared off, and 
the under board removed, I perceived the 
Beck of a large bottle just above the ground ; 
it seemed to be stopped close with some 
Mack substance like pitch i X bid JEIarry^ 
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dig it up with his maschut, but to be care- 
ful not to break it ; by this time they had 
ail got round us to satisfy their curiosity. ' 
- The bottle I carried home with me, and 
'seating myself, took but my knife,- to ex- 
; amine the contents. " Well, Somer," said I, 
- " will you go shares with me ?^ I see, Mr 
■ Penrose,^ replied he, ^* that you are a man 
of a strong heart."*^ I ttien began to work 
about the neck of the bottle, but found it 
. would be a very tedious piece of business, 
' and concluded it would be much better to 
break it at once, as I knew from its light- 
ness it could not contain liquor. I took up 
a stone for the purpose, and prepared to 
knock off the neck ; Somer was again 
seized with superstitious fear, and left the 
^place, wHh evident marks of terror on his 
countenance ; the rest caught the infection, 
and retired to a good distance, lest somie 

• hobgoblin should make his escape from the 
bottle^ and devour them without mercy. 

< This made me smile, but did not alter my 

• purpose ; I -soon knocked off the neck, and 



found the coatents to be a roll <»f papier ; I 
itfaen asked Somer if he would draw near 
and examine it, but he refused to move an 
inctL I determined^ therefore, to over- 
haul it myself, and found three rolb of 
paper, one within the other ; the first was 
what the seamen t^rm a round robiii) 
^hidi is an instrument so w^U known, both 
as to its effect and intention, as to require 
mo farther explanation from me. 

The second paper was an oath of most 
borrid import, such as usually attends the 
£>rmer, full of dreadful imprecations against 
^aiiy one who should betray the secret of 
^heir combination. 

The third paper contained some very 
t>dd characters mixed with words^ yet not 
so artfully contrived, but that with some 
labour and perseverance the secret might 
be unraveUed ; this was intended as a di- 
rection to their booty, and to be uader* 
stood only by one of their own infernal 
ere w. But heaven never intended they should 
reap any advantage firam their wickedness. 
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Aftor I had thoroughly examined these 
papers^ and formed my own conjectures 
concerning them, I called to my friend 
Som^, and told him he i^ed be under no 
apprehensioBs about them ;. they were m^ 
chinations of the devil without doubt, 
but as we served a being of superior power 
and goodness, Uiey could do us no possible 
harm, and perhaps in our hands might be 
the instruments of some benefit to man** 
kind. This brought him to me at once. I 
put the papers into his hands, but he could 
make nothing of them. Perhaps I might . 
have been equally ignorant, had I not learn- 
ed in the island of New Providence, many 
of the atrocious practices of that set of mis- 
creants called pirates. I therefore began 
to open his eyes on the subject. I told 
him nothing was more certain, than that ' 
the papers I held in my hand had belonged 
to people of this description ; that they had 
< been contrived to answer their own diabo- 
lical purposes. It had been an old* custom 
among these wretches, when chance threw^ 
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f any large booty in their way, not to fnist 
it in their vessel, but to hide it on islands, 
;qua3rs, and secret places along the coast, 
fUsing a most diabolical t;eremony at the in- 
.terment o( their ill-gotten riches. Bad 
,j[nen are generally credulous and supersti- 
-^tious to a degree, and «tick at no cruelty 
fin the performance of those infernal rites 
rthey fancy necessary to their success and 
.preservation. It was a custom with them, 
after having signed a round robin, and ad- 
ministered the oath of secrecy, to bury 
/their treasure; they would tlien sacrifice 
.some poor, unfortunate Spaniard, negro, or 
mulatto, and bury him, in order that his 
.spirit might be a kind of guardian, to pre- 
; serve their treasure inviolate and untouch- 
'^d till they should return. Papers similar 
. to the above, were usually buried near the 
corpse in bottles to preserve them; and they 
i;enerally contained, in a kind of mys- 
tical writing, the secret of their treasure, 
.and where it was deposited. 
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When I had given this affair full consi*- 
deration, I laid the papers aside in a safe 
place. I took no further notice to Somer, 
as he seemed quite indifferent to the busi- 
ness. Harry and I went back to the spot, 
and threw all the stones together again, 
and deposited the bones in a hole close by. 
I had a full conviction in my mind that a 
treasure was buried near the spot, and 
made such marks as would assist any fu- 
ture examination I might think proper to 
make. 

I now transcribe the Round Robin as 
exact as possible from the original manu- 
script I presume the names to which 
<:rosses are added, belonged to such of the 
party as could not write. 

I likewise give a faithful representation 
of the third paper, which deserves some no- 
tice, as, however extraordinary the figures 
may appear, they certainly contain the key 
to their mystery, and a full direction to 
their treasure, wherever it is to be found, 
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Though I was piprsuaded this paper con'- 
tained the v^y he^t of their mystery, I 
kept my, opinion (^ it to myself, till some 
future opportunity should induce me to 
make the necessary search. For the pre- 
sent, a ton of gold and silver Was not eqiaal 
in value to me with one hundred weight of 
iron ; and however great the treasure might 
be, the discovery of it could add nothing to 
my happiness. Indeed the very idea, of 
having such a deposit near me gave me 
much uneasiness. It pressed upon my 
mind continually, aiid. night after night I 
' dreamt of nothing but pirates. I fancied 
the spirit of the muvdertd victim was peti- 
tioning to be set free ;— th^t the pirates were 
standing over and threatening us with the 
most horrid imprecations for discovering 
their riches. I was often so agitated with 
these dreadful images, that I started in my 
sleep, and often waked suddenly, making 
a great noise, to the great terror of those 
about me. I often regretted that Harry 
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had pursued the guado. If I had remaided 
in ignorance of this circumstance, I might 
have been happier. 

Time has the privilege of soothing our 
sorrows and lessening our fears. My noc^ 
turnal disturbances were less frequent The 
tranquillity which reigned around me re<r 
stored my agitated spirits, and I began to 
entertain a 4^urio8ity to examine the spot, 
unattended with any unpleasant ideas of 
danger in indulging it Had Somer been 
equally ansious, I should at once have 
commenced my operations ; but his phlegm 
produced a degree of indifference in my 
mind, and for the time I relinquished my 
purpose. 

Some time after this, I proposed to So* 
mer that we should take a voyage along 
the coast eastward, in order to make some 
further discovery that way. Somer him- 
self had hinted a wish for such an excun> 
sioa, as he had a great desire to see the 
large stone, Harry had told him of, at 
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Towards Fidd. Harrj wa» to be left witk 
the women ; and when we had laid in a 
sufficient store of necessaries^ we put down 
the lagoon in the yawl, and stood along 
the shore till we got to the old cave, where 
we landed and got some yams. We theft 
stood out about an hour, when we tacked 
and stood away for the next bay. After 
some time we got the length of the creek^ 
where, just as we were going to land^ 
Swift jumped on shore after a guano^ 
which he soon kifled. We then put in 
and took our way through the bushes, but 
missed the true track, and could not find 
eut the stone for our lives. 

As we remained thus in suspense, our 
dog at a distance began to howl, and we 
were sure he had sight of something. We 
at once followed him, cutting our way 
with our maschuts, until we opened into a 
large pond ; here we heard noises resem^ 
bling the whining of young whelps. The 
l^lace was quite overgrown with large 
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reeds ; and Somer cried out, " there were 
some of such devil creatures as he had seen 
when travelling with the Indians."" I calU. 
ed off the dog directly, who trembled very- 
much, and seemed greatly terrified. We 
now discovered near twenty alligators; 
many of them lay sunk beneath the surface 
of the water, with only the nose out. We 
quitted the place with horror ; and I could 
not help reflecting how fortunate I had 
been to land and settle upon a part of the 
coast where no such monsters^ were to be 
met with, and perfectly ignorant that they 
were even in the neighbourhood. As I 
knew these animals seldom quit the ponds 
to ramble in the uplands, I gave myself 
but little concern about them. 
. We now set off on our return, -and I 
struck as near as I could for the rock, which 
by good luck we soon found. We took a 
complete survey of it. Somer first thought 
it was an old tower ; but when I observed, 
to him^ there was not the least sign of any. 
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cement, he gave up that opinion. He said, 
as we came away, he had no doubt but 
that place had likewise been frequented by 
the pirates. I confirmed this opinion, and 
that they were acquainted with the whole 
coast. It being. a general practice with 
them to lurk within lagoons, creeks, and 
the like, keeping a man posted either on a 
tree, hill, or mast-head, from whence he 
could discover a sail at a great distance. 

We now went to the palmetto grove 
and caught three more guanos. We then 
stood away for Whale Point, as I termed^ 
it, but saw no more than the skull and 
some ribs sunk in the sand. When we got 
round we landed, and kindling a fire, 
roasted one of the guanos, and, with the 
addition of a yam, made a hearty meal. 

I now proposed, that we should range 
the long bay which lay before us, about 
five miles in length, thinking that we 
might find something drifted there. In a 
short time we came up with the brig^s 
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boom. A litde fartlier oa, we found tfaree 
barreb of tar sunk in the sand,^ wfaidi was 
probaUj done hy oitr young men. We 
thus trudged on tor above four miles, as 
we judged, being nsore ground tbasi I bad 
gone over at one time far aeveral years be* 
fore. Finding notUng more worth pick- 
kig up^ we dctermiocd to return Id our 
boat 

I dies proposed to explore round the 
•ext poiht We were obliged to give it a 
large births as there was a shoal and surf 
ran out from it When we got round, we 
found the land stretch sway to the left for 
riaouttwo leagues, then fetch a compasa 
round, more eastward again,, as far as the 
eye could reach. As we were exploring 
these new scenes, I observed a large smoke 
ascend about three leagues right a-head of 
lis. I observed to Somer^ that there were 
certainly people on that 3pot. Before I 
bad done speaking, I descried a sail in the 
•offing, standing to the southward^ rigbt 
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before tiie wind ; and 90 nigh in, that with 
mj glass I saw she was^ a very Jarge ship. 

<< What say you now r said I. «< SJball 
we stand out and shew ourselves ?^ 

^ No, no r he said, <« lei us take down 
the mast and lie snug.^ 

This we did, and got her in behind a 
parcel of low bushes. Here we remained 
for some time,^ and saw another fire yet 
nearer. 

•^ Now,^ said I, " Somer, I am sure 
** they ape Indians or Spaniards ; for if 
^ ihef were people in distress, one fire 
*^ would be sufficient as a signal.'^ 

The ship kept her course ; and after she 
had passed by about an hour, we got into 
&ar boat, raised our mast, and put away 
iround the point with a flowing sheets 
When we got abreast of Tower^s Field, 
we hauled in shore^ and landing there, de- 
termined to sleep under our sail that night. 
The first thing we did the next morning 
iiras to get a fire made; and having re- 
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freshed ourselves with a good meal, we 
went in search of some limes, and then, 
standing along shore ];^omeward, put into 
the old plantation, gathered a parcel of 
yams, potatoes, &c. and arrived at our 
castle about noon. But how were we amaz*- 
ed on our landing, to find our kitchen 
burnt to the ground. 

They all came running down, crying and 
clapping their hands for joy at our return^ 
The acddent which had happened had so 
affected me, that I knew not what to say 
to them, but seeing all my family alive re^ 
vived my spirits ; and I took my wife by 
one hand and little Owen with the other, 
and walked up in silence to our habitation 
—seated myself before the entrance, and 
then inquired into the particulars of this 
catastrophe. Harry informed me that Owen 
went into the kitchen, and was innocently 
playing with the fire, without knowing its 
power, till the whole was soon in flames ;— ^ 
that, with the women's help, he had saved 
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all the valuable things, at the great hazard 
of their lives* " Weil,'' said I, « I am 
heartily glad things are no worse.'' The 
loss of our kitchen was, however, a matter 
of great concern to us all, as we had been so 
long accustomed to the use of it. It was like- 
wise our hall of audience when we received 
any visitors. 

The next thing was to rebuild our 
kitchen. One favourable circi^mstance was> 
that, where the fire would let them, they 
had preserved a quantity of the thatch by 
dragging it to a distance ; by which means 
the uprights remained unhurt, being of a 
very hard wood. Somer and Harry were 
now employed in getting palmetto leaves 
to complete our thatch. This being done, 
we aU went cheerfully to work. In 
about a fortnight our kitchen was finished ^ 
and, if it did not quite equal the magnir 
ficence of our former building, it answered 
our purpose equally welL 

As the rainy season was now eoming on^ 
I proposed to Somer^ that we should lay 
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in a good store of roots, and other things of 
that kind, which should' be deposited in 
the back part cf our dwelling, safe from 
any accident of fire. In regard to these 
long rains, they come on regularly twice 
a year, but those about October are of the 
longest duration. They hold on with but 
few intervals for three^ four^ or five weeks,, 
more ot less. And if, at any time, it 
^ould chance to hold up in the evening,, 
the air was filled with myriads of fire fiies,^ 
twinkling Uke so many stars ; and of a se^ 
rene night, when all was hushed, it might 
he almost said that you heard the grass 
grow, for, in the space of thirty hours, it 
would spring up nearly three inches. -The 
most disagreeable thing at this season, was 
a kind of tree- toad, whose noise was the 
most doleful and melancholy that can be 
conceived. 

We remained chiefly within doors dur- 
ing these rains, and employed ourselves in 
making pipes, pans, pots, &c. The women 
lipun threads after their manner^ and sewed 
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with saiUneedles. By way of relaxation, 
we shot at marks with bows and arrows, 
or played at quoits. 

My mesaoiate Somer fell sick of the 
rheumatism, and became so lame in both 
«rms that be could not feed himself; so 
that his pocn* wife was under the necessity 
of doing that good office for him. It soon 
after fell into his legs. This being the 
case, I began to exercise my ingenuity, 
and made a pair of crutches for him. As- 
sisted by these, he contrived now and then 
to hobble down to the boat, in which he 
could sit and fish, and smoke his pipe at 
t^e same time ; for, to do him justice, he 
did not like to be idle if he could possibly 
stir. 

V 

He continued in this crippled condition 
above three months, and then began to 
mend every day, till he threw his crutches 
aside entirely. He now, like a true Dutch- 
man, began to think of employing himself 
in some useful undertaking. He fixed 
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his mind upon making a tub. I thought 
this beyond his skill, but he really accom- 
plished it, much beyond my expectation. 
It would hold water w€ll, and became of 
great uise to us. 

Nothing worth notice happened for some 
time after this, but the sight of one sail 
which passed by to the eastward. I had 
now completed my tenth year. 
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CHAP. XVII. 



ZLEVENTH YEAR OF MT RESIOENOI* ^ 

It chanced one day as I was at my table 
writing my Journal, and Somer with his 
pipe standing behind overlooking me, that 
he asked me somewhat suddenly, *^ where 
I had put that devil paper I had found in 
the grave ?'" I expected this subject would 
be renewed one day or other, and was re- 
solved to let it rest till it came spontane- 
ously from him. I therefore at once closed 
my book, and turning round, said, ^< here 
" is the paper, safe enough, but we will do 
" nothing rashly. I will first ligh^t my 



<^ pipe, then you and I will take a walk 
<^ and talk over this business deliberately.^ 
No sooner said than done. We set off 
and seated ourselves among the orange 
trees, and I began thus : 

" I am well assured, my friend Somer, 
^* from this paper, that there is a large 
^^ sum of money hidden in or near the 
^^ place where we found it, and I think I 
*• have made mysdf sufficiently master of 
<^ the contents of this paper, to know the 
*^ whole secret. Observe,^ said I, shewing 
him the paper, ^ here are two words ; these 
^^ I consider as a kind of watch-words, 
*^ known only to the portiea cofteemed. 
** In the next place, here is a man^s bead^ 
*^ above and below are hb arms and feet 
^< This, I think, means to indicate thai 
<^ the pwson whom they killed is baried 
^^ there, that his spirit maj guard the 
*^ treasure deposited near hiai* Tke gun 
** and the sword were perhaps the device 
^^ they earned in their colours^i likewise 
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" these cross bones ; but now take notice, 
** here is the principal key to the disco- 
« very. You see S. W. 19 f. ; that is 19 
** feet south-west, and thence 16 feet to 
** the very spot, or else the same distance 
^^ as this dart directs ; and within such a 
** circle lies the cash or treasure, if any 
•* there be, as I believe. You have now my 
" full opinion of this matter.'" 

^* Well," said Somer, " suppose we 
make a trial to recover this treasure?^ 
*^ With all my heart,'' I replied, " if you 
think you have courage to undertake it.'' 
** Oh! never fear, der devil vill no hurt 
me, mit you master Penoly." I told him 
1 thought it would Ue better to postpone 
it a little, till he had recovered more 
strength. " Youst as you vill for dat," said 
he. So the thing was dropt for the pre- 
sent. 

Soon afler this we had a visit frpm the 
natives. They brought with them an In- 
dian quite white, and seemingly purblind. 

VOL II. K 
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I found our people were well acquainted 
with him ; but as such a sight was quite 
new to Somer and me, I desired Harry to 
give some account of it. He said all he 
knew of it was, that sometimes, but very 
seldom, such objects were born among 
them, but as to the cause he could say ha> 
thing, but that they were called moon- 
lights, and supposed to be conceived when 
the moon was at the full. They were not 
much respected, and no one could marry 
with them. They lived and died just as 
they were, being of no service except on 
moonshine nights, and then they were as 
brisk as other Indians, having very strong 
sight at that time, and would go a fishing 
with their darts, when other people could 
not see at all. I observed his eyes appear^ 
ed to be inverted as to ours, like an invert- 
ed crescent, and he kept them much closed 
in the day time. 

This Indian^s name was Erre-awa, or 
white shiner* The Indians^ who came to 



see us, and had brought him at his request. 
Were Muzo-agay, Dama-sunto, and Vatte- 
queba. They remained with us about five 
days, and in that time made a perfect cure 
of Somer, by means of roots boiled in 
water, with which he was bathed, and I 
desired my wife to iearn the true use of 
those roots before they left us. 

Soon after they were gone, finding So^ 
mer strong on his feet, we made a voyage 
of discovery to the westward. We took 
our de|)arture from the point t)f Long 
Kejy and stood down alcmg the coast about 
three leagues, when we came to a bluff 
head land. Near to this, in a small sandy 
bay, we went on shore. Here we found were 
multitudes of mullets, and porpoises in pun- 
suit of them. They were so t-hick that 
we knocked several on the head with our 
oars. These mullets have often in their 
company a fish of a much larger size, calU 
ed a calipever, differing little in form from 
the true mullet. 
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After a short stay, we put off again, and 
stood down along shore, with the wind 
easterly, until w^ saw a long sandy bay, at 
the farther end of which ran ofTa rock, with 
a small hummock directly off that. This 
we rounded, and then ran into a little cave, 
where the water was about three feet deep, 
and here we landed. Somer shot a pohie, 
or large kind of white crane. These 
birds are so exceeding white and tall, that 
:I have many times mistaken them for a 
sail, especially when they have been stand- 
ing out far from the shore, on a flat, with 
the sun shining strong upon them. At 
such a time they have appeared very large, 
•when nothing but the line of the horizon 
could be seen behind them; and thus si- 
tuated, I verily believe, J have seen them 
at the distance of three leagues, and have 
not been undeceived, till by flight, or some 
sudden remove, I have been convinced what 
;they really were. 
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In this place we spent that evening, but 
on the morrow the wind was fresh south, 
80 that we determined to go no further, 
and put back right before it, till we got 
the length of our Long Key, When we had 
got round the reef, the wind feii, and it 
soon became a dead Calm. We then turn- 
ed to and rowed, getting into our lagoon 
in the evening, not a little fatigued, with- 
out much^ profit or discovery by this* 
cruize. 

After we had been home about three 
days, it came into our heads to examine 
the purates repository. We got our shovels, 
and marched to the spot. Our Indians 
could form no idea of our intentions In> 
the first place we cleared away all the low 
brush ; then I cut a stick about as near a 
foot in length as I could, and began to 
measure the ground agreeably to the direc- 
tions of the paper; Having done this, I 
told Harry to dig. He worked for some 
time, with such poor wooden, tools as we 
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bad, but to no purpose, every now and' 
tben meeting with hard roots,, which we 
cut through with, our maschuts. However 
we worked down with some difficulty 
about three feet, and then desisted for that 
time. Somer began to laugh at me for my 
credulity, and said, ^^ all de monies is dere 
I vil put in my eye, unt den ich sal see 
too.'' « Well,'' said I, " have a little pa- 
tience ; we will now begin to dig just so- 
far on the other side, and if that fails, we 
will have another triid in a line from the 
feet of the skeleton.'' I now went to work 
myself. Harry took likewise a spell^ and 
Somer joined him. When we had got 
down about eighteen inches, Harry disco- 
vered some hard surface. We soon cleared 
away the dirt, and found a smooth sub- 
stance like lead. I now began to turn the 
laugh upon Somer, telling him the prize^ 
was found. We then set to work in good 
earnest. I soon discovered a circle on the^ 
plate or cover. We soon got it up, and 
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found it to be a very large bowl, with a 
cover, which on scraping with my knife, I 
found to be good silver. Harry soon found 
two more of still larger dimensions, lying 
on their side. These we dug out,/ and 
found them to contain seventeen dishes of 
various sizes, all silver; four large, and 
twenty-^six small oblong plates, six basins,, 
which would hold three quarts each, and 
about fifty smaller things for table use; 
beneath these we found cups and cans, apd 
then came to a vast quantity of cob dollars. 
While we were viewing this treasure, 
Harry observed something of another 
shape, but we could not move it, and it 
was with some difficulty we cleared away 
the earth, and found seven large candle- 
sticks, silver gilt, about four feet long, and 
very massive. They were doubled to make 
more easy stowage. We then discovered 
ten more of smaller size ; and after we had 
taken out about half the dollars, we came 
iio a very large vessel, with four rings to it. 
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This was nearly full of gold coin. The 
vessel stood upon the ground, therefore 
we supposed we wet^e come to the bottom 
of the treasure, ,and desisted, all of us ex- 
tremely fatigued with our moming^s work. 
" Now messmate,^ said I, '* What think 
you of the riches we have discovered ? You 
are by much a wealthier man than when 
you rose this morning; but whether upon 
the whole you are a happier one, remains 
to be proved. I wish, however, the money 
was all safely lodged in the bank, for all 
that.'* 

Some of the plate had rich raised work 
on it, with coats of arms, shewing lion's 
heads, chevrons, shells, and stars, and on 
the feet of some of the candlesticks was 
the name Isabel Rubialis, 1605. Possessed 
of this great booty, we were sadly at a loss 
where to deposit it, or what use to make 
of it. It is true, I could have trusted 
Owa-gamy and Komaloot with the secret ; 
but it was almost impossible for them to 
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assist US in the disposal of it, without be- 
ing discovered by the Spaniards, who would 
soon have claimed the whole, knowing it 
to have been the property of their nation. 
Sometimes we thought of melting the ves« 
sels down, but came to no determination. 
At length it became quite a dead letter 
with us, being of no real use, therefore it 
lay by neglected, just covered over with 
earth, and no more regarded than. mere 
dross. Indeed we kept a few pieces of 
the gold coin, as ornaments for the women 
and children ; and I ordered Hio'ry to 
plant some lime and guava seeds before the 
place, which in a few months entirely 
covered it. At the same time we gave our 
Indians strict charge, never to drop the 
least hint of what they had seen before our 
visitors, lest we might be all involved in dif- 
ficulties, which it was much easier, by si- 
lence, to prevent, than to counteract the 
effect of^ if once known. 
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We had now another visit from the In^ 
dians, Ovira-gamy and three more. Owa« 
gamy informed us that Komaloot was dead. 
This gave us the most unfeigned sorrow. I 
told them» though we had lost so good a 
friend, I hoped it would by no means lessen 
their friendship for us, and that they would 
visit and esteem us as usual. Owa-gamy 
gave us every assurapce of the continuance 
of his friendship and regards He then took 
occasion to inquire where we got the gold, 
which he saw on the women and children. 
He was told it was found on the sands by 
the sea shore. His answer was, that he 
mi^osed it to be some o£ the money my 
countrymen had hidden, when they came 
along the coast to plunder the Spaniards, 
in hb old father'^s. time. I asked him 
what he meant by this ? He said, when he 
was a little child, there died among them a 
very old whit^ man, who had been one of 
those people. He. remembered ^is name 
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yvas Yaspe. Moreover that his father^ 
when talking with him, had beard him tell 
that he had been at the plundering of 
churches, and getting great riches ; that 
en a time, he with a number of others 
had buried a very, rich treasure on the 
coast, to the northward of their dwelling,, 
where they belayed a young mulatto fellow 
to keep watch over it. That his father,, 
and some other Indians, among whom was^ 
old Coduuno, who died in the canoe with, 
me, proposed to go with him in search of 
it; but that old Yaspe told them, in case 
he was to find out the very spot, he nor 
the/ would be any thing the better for it^. 
as it would, on their digging, continually 
keep sinking lower in the earth. On their 
inquiring how this could be,: he said, the 
spirit who kept guard over it would sink 
it, knowing that we had no title to any 
part of it ; because, on a quarrel with hini» 
his companions had landed or marooned 
him with a curse, so that he was rendered 
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incapable of being a partaker of this booty. 
So weak and superstitious were these 
wretches. 

From the particulars already related^ I 
had no doubt but this man was one of the 
gang of pirates who had buried the trea^ 
sure we had found ; and I was the more 
curious to learn his name, but could get 
nothing from them but Yaspe. On exam- 
ining the round robin, I concluded it- 
must be Jasper Gary. Our friends staid 
with us but three days, and then departed 
for their own home. We desired they 
would bear our sorrow away with them to 
our friends at home, on the death of our 
good friend Komaloot. 

About this time Somer^s wife brought 
him a daughter,' which he called Hannah ; 
and three days after, my wife presented 
me with a son, to whom I gave the name 
of Rees. We were now eleven in family, 
a little society, secluded from the world 
and its concerns, yet perfectly happy, if. 
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we could but be content, as we wanted for 
nothing, but what we xrouid do well with- 
out. 

I must now mention an instance df di- 
Tersion, which often occurred, and which 
created great mirth. The Indians on their 
last visit brought with them a monkey, as 
a present to Owen. This little creature 
being very young, and just taken from its 
dam, grew extremely fond of us, and more 
particularly so with our dog Swift, so that 
.whenever the dog Jay ;down, the monkey 
•would get on its back, and place itself be- 
tween its shoulders. The dog was equally 
courteous, and became very fond of his 
playmate. This attachment commenced 
by the child first encouraging it to play 
with the dog ; and from this time it was 
ever on his back, go where he would, the 
dog never refusing to bear hisTider with 
great cordiality. Harry would sometimes 
.call the dog by his name, and then set off 
as hard as he could run ; the dog would 
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soon follow with the little jockej'sitting on 
his back. By constmit practice, the mon- 
key became a very skilful and bold rider ; 
and Somer, as a reward for his skill and 
perseverance, made him a' little cap and 
whip. Harry, to create more diversion, 
would sometimes get into the woods, then 
call eagerly for SL^ift ; the tlog and his 
rider would set off full speed. The mon- 
key was become so good a rid^ or jockey, 
that he never lost his seat. ^ It was curi- 
ous to observe the address he shewed. 
When the dog would push through the 
thickets, he would dodge his* head first to 
one side then the other, with such ease^ 
that I would defy the best huntsman to 
dash through a brake with more courage 
or skill. 

If ever we attempted to send the dog 
into the water, the monkey would be off 
his back in an instant. He would imme- 
'diately run home with his cap and whip, 
•and away to my wife— get upon her shoul- 
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der, and begin to chatter away, as if he 
was relating to her all that had happened. 
On these occasions, he would grow shy of 
the dog for a day or two, and would not 
mount his back but with extreme caution, 
till hrs confidence was restored by better 
treatment. Another year had now re- 
volved since I first landed on this shore* 
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CHAP. XVIIL 

TWELFTH YEAR OF MY RESIDENCE. 

One day as Somer was going through the 
trees, he told me he had been sadly trou- 
bled by a small bird. As these birds are 
remarkable, I shall give some description 
of them. It is about the size of our star- 
ling, and called by some the hanger; there 
are several sorts of them, but all with 
beautiful plumage; they make their nests 
to hang down from the outer branch of a 
tree by a string, or strong fibre, the nest U 
oblong, like to a ciabbage net; many times 
as I have passed near one of them, the bird 
has at once darted down from a limb, full 
in my face, fled back^ and then returned 
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again in the most furious manner, as if it 
would pick out my eyes, so that I have 
been obliged to beat it off. These birds are 
fond of a particular kind of insect, which 
is altogether as singular as themselves ; 
they are found on cedar, cypress, and such 
kind of trees ; they make themselves a kind 
of house, something in shape resembling a 
ship^s buoy, and of a substance so rough, 
that it is impossible to break it with the 
fingers; they fortify this with particles 
from the same tree in a very curious way. 
At the upper end of the nest, the insect ap» 
pears with about half its body out, and is 
constantly employed in spinning its threads, 
lowering itself down, and then hauling it- 
self up, hand over hand, as the sailors term 
it, with great dexterity • I have seen above 
a thousand of them hanging on one tree, 
like so many bobbins. It is curious to ob- 
serve how cunningly the hanging bird 
•catches them as he flies ; when he has 
4aken one, he puts it under his foot oh a 
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limb of ihe tree, ami then easily dis^i* 
gages, and devours it at fais leisure. 

We often found land tortoises; these 
Harry told me were choice eating, and in- 
deed we used to make excellent soup of 
them. It is astonishing how long these 
animals will retain life and motion after 
the head has been cut off; I have myself 
known them to more several days after 
that operation, if kept in a shady place. 

One day this year, being out about 
half a mile, at the back of our dwelling, I 
proposed to extend our excursion into the 
country, to see what we could discoven 
We put it off to the next day, and then 
armed ourselves properly for the occasion. 
For some time our passage was exceeding 
hard and difficult; at length we gained 
ground, and came to an caning that was 
somewhat clear, though here and there 
were large clumps of fine lofty trees, and 
beyond them a bare country ; we soon dis* 
covered three deer^ and our dogs at once 
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put after them, bat tkey were soon out of 
reach. We now came to a place where 
there was a kind of morass, on the other 
side of which was a long range of broken 
banks, where multitudes of wiid parrots 
flew OYor our heads. This scene was quite 
new to us, which made us more particular 
in our observations. At the foot of the 
bank Somer found a monstrous skull of 
some beast ; it was so heavy that he could 
scarcely lift it, the jaw teeth were many of 
them yet in the head, quite sounds but 
could be drawn out easily ; some of them 
I am certain weighed as much as two 
pounds. Going a little further on, I 
pulled out of the bank a rib of a great 
size, and near it we found more bones, I 
presume belonging to the same animal, 
but of what species I was ignorant; Somer 
insisted it must be an elephant, as he had 
seen several, but I never had, and there- 
fore could not determine. We brought 
away three of the teeth. We found several 
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bits of wood or stick that had fallen into 
the water, were petrified. We now mount* 
ed the bank^ which commanded a most ex- 
tensive view all round us, and having so far 
satisfied our curiosity, we returned. When 
we got home, a council was held over the 
teeth, but none could give an account of 
an J such animal. Harry, indeed, said, that 
he had heard the old folks say they had 
found such large bones when hunting, but 
they never could say to what animal they 
belonged. And thus the matter rested. 

Shortly after this, Somer proposed that 
we should have a day of general amuse- 
ment for the whole family in the boats, it 
being now exceedingly fine weather. Ac- 
cordingly, the next morning, every thing 
l^eing ready, we embarked in our two boats ; 
Somer, his wife and child, myself and my 
wife and children, in the yawl ; Harry, his 
wife, Jessy, and child, with the dogs, in 
the gr^at canoe. We had a very pleasant 
Toyiige to the old plantation ; from thence 
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we put off for the end of Long Key, where 
we landed the women and children. I re-* 
ihained with them, while Somer, Harry; 
dnd Owen, rambled along the south shore; 
In about an hour Harry came back, and 
said they had found a very large boat, like 
that which Somer^s companions had gone 
away in to the south ; but it was full of 
sand, and he desired I would come and see 
it. I accompanied him, and found it to be 
an English long boat, with a bilge in her 
bow, on the starboard side, painted black 
and yellow, and appeared, though much 
weather-beaten, not to be an old boat. Ad 
we found, so we left her for the present. 
I returned to the women, and they went 
after the birds. I now began to divert my- 
self with my line; and, throwing out, 
caught a couple of large mutton fish ; these, 
with a few r^d shanks and sea pies, which 
they brought back with them, gave us a 
plentiful meal, which we partook of undei^ 
an awning which Somer and Harry raised 
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for ns with our sails. This being a kind of 
feast, we indulged ourselves with a tittle 
toddy and our pipes. In the evening we 
returned hoDOi«» and escorted our ladies to 
the castle, in high spirits. 

Some time after this, Somer and I de* 
termined to go and clear out the boat we 
had discovered. This cost us some trou*^ 
ble ; but we patched her up so as to make 
lier swim home very well. The next thing 
was to get her up. This we accomplished 
by the help of rollers ; and all hands being 
mustered to assist^ we placed her so that 
Somer could easily work upon her ; for he 
was at once our carpenter, sailmaker, caulk- 
er, and cooper. Having accomplished our 
object^ we did not regret the labour it had 
cost us, which was not a little^ as we work- 
ed by spells, moving her inch by inch. 

As I observed Somer uncominonly diligent 
in repairing the long boat, I asked him 
one day, where was the necessity for all 
this great labour and pains he was takings 
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9S, when she was refitted, we should have 
but little or no use for her, as we had two 
sail boats and a canoe already? He said 
it amused him ; so I held my peaee for the 
time. But when it waa finished, I told 
him that he and Harry had only made a 
new job few theihselves. *^ How was that?'* 
he said. >^ Why, you must now fall to 
and build a shed over, or launch at once, 
as the sun will otherwise soon demolish 
her.** In order, therefore, to jMresenre her 
from the sun and w.orm, they built a shed 
over hi^r, and she remained in perfect se» 
curity. 

The next business we entered upon was 
melting down our silver plate, thinking by 
that method we might some time or other 
get it off. We began by digging a large 
hole, and Harry was some time employed , 
in cutting billet wood. When all was ready, 
we made up a kind of cross pile, and laid 
the different things thereon. When the 
whole waa completed, it formed a huge py« 
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filing in colour from that which we had 
found before. I inquired what had kept 
them out all night ? He told me they had 
X'anged the shore for more than five miles^ 
where thej found a cask» which they be- 
lieved to be either beef or pork» and had 
left it safe on the beach, until I should 
think proper to go and examine it. Soon 
after thej saw a vessel standing to the 
southward, upon which they unshipped 
their mast, and retired among the trees, 
but that, in about an hour, she tacked and 
stood out to sea. It now grew so late, 
that they determined to remain there for 
that night, though they were plagued to 
death by the mosquitoes. There was a 
pretty small creek running up about forty 
yards, at the head of which was a charm- 
ing run of fresh water, and thare they 
passed the night. 

I could not conceive how that vessel had 
escaped me, except she was too far to the 
southward for my eye. I now took Harry 
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to the trap» and shewed him the animal I 
had found. He examined and gave me 
this odd account of it. He said animals of 
this kind live chiefly by catching ants; 
they creep slowly on towards a nest^ lying 
flat on their bellies, then put forth their 
tongues to a gr^at length, which never 
fails to attract multitudes of these insects 
upon it. When the beast finds, by their 
strong biting, that he has got a sufiicient 
freight, he then whips in his> tongue, swat 
lows them, and begins the same process 
again. Harry pulled out the tongue of the 
dead animal, which was exceedingly long, 
narrow, and round. 

One day as Somer and I were walking 
en the shore, near some low flat rocks, we 
saw a yery curious scene between two sea 
crabs. The singularity of it struck me, 
and will, I hope^ be a sufficient apology 
for inserting it in my Journal. I had just 
seated myself on a large stone of very con- 
siderable lengthy when I saw a crab come 
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up the side of it, march slowly towards 
the middle, and there squatted down. In' 
about a minute aflter, up came another on 
the opposite side; the moment the first 
crab saw the second, it erected itself on its 
legs as tall as possible ; the last comer then 
advanced very slowly for about three feet 
towards the other, and made a full stop, 
both attentively looking at each other. The 
second crab then began to move in an o- 
blique direction,^ but quite slow, to a very 
wide angle from the right to the left, so as 
to form a kind of curve, or semicircular 
motion, to the crab in the centre. This 
he repeated for a considerable time, mak- 
ing his regular advances by contracting his 
curve, dways increasing hb velocity as he 
approached ; so that by the time he had 
made about two-thirds of his progressive 
motion, his velocity became so exceeding- 
ly quick, that the eye could scarcely catch 
the motion. The centre crab kept moving, 
at the same time^ as if on a swivel or pi- 
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vot, until the male crab came very nigh ; 
ahe then threw ofF all further restraint, 
and submitted herself willingly to his em- 
braces. 

This naturally leads me to make some 
remarks on the other sort, called land 
crabs. They are of an amphibious nature, 
but their chief residence is on land. There 
are two sorts or colours of them ; the one 
of a chocolate colour, the other that of a 
mulatto. The dark sort is reckoned the 
best, and is to be found even some miles in 
the country. They have their regular time 
of coming down to the sea, which is in the 
breeding time, about March. What is 
very extraordinary, when they are on the 
march, they never turn either to one hand 
or the other ; but whatever impediment is 
in their passage, they mount over it, even 
if it should be as high as one storey of a 
house. At this season, they come down 
from the country by thousands ; the males 
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are then so vicious that they hare frequent 
battles, fight furiously, and give each other 
such blows with their great claws^ that the 
sound may be heard at least twenty yards; 
their elaws being much larger than the sea 
crab. When one of them perceives he has 
the advantage of his adversary, be endea- 
vours to seize him by one of his large 
claws, and then holds him for such a length 
of time, that his anULgotdutj finding no 
other means of escaping, gives such a sud- 
den jerk with the joint next his body, as 
to leave the whole member to be devoured 
by his enemy, and thus makes his escape^ 
This sort of crab devours indifferently 
every thing it can come at. They burrow 
dei^ in the earth, having generally two 
holes; the one, perhaps, to make their 
escape by, or for some other reason. They 
are so very swift, that if they have a fair 
field for the chase, it is impossible to over-* 
take them. They differ in bodily shape 
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from the sea crabs, being of a round and 
compact form. The lizards take particu- 
1m* care to avoid them; knowing that if 
they come within reach of their daws, it 
is inevitable destruction. 

I now began to observe, that Somer 
would often fail into a melancholy de- 
sponding mood. He accused himself as the 
instrument of Brandt^s death, and consi- 
dered himself as stained witli the sin of 
bloodguiltiness. Wretch as he was, he la- 
mented that he had dispatched him in the 
midst of his wickedness, with all his sins 
unrepented of. I did every thing I could 
to convince him, that what he had done 
was justiBable in the eyes of God and man. 
He had seen him commit a most cruel and 
unfHX>voked murder, and did not know 16 
what lengths his fury might lead him; 
from the disposition of Brandt, little con- 
trition, but much mischief, was to be ex- 
pected ; in our little community, it became 
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absolutely necessary to exercise the fiiitc- 
tions of the executive as well as legislative 
authority; in fact, he had killed him when 
he was in the very act of destroying a poor, 
inoffensive, unarmed Indian ; and perhaps, 
by thus taking him off, was an instrument, 
in the hands of Providence, not only to 
punish his guilt, but to preserve the lives 
of others of the family, who might have 
fallen victims to his violence. He seemed 
much relieved in his mind by the conversa- 
tion we had together upon the subject; 
and in order to divert his thoughts from it, 
I proposed that we should go the next day 
to examine the cask they had found. To 
this be agreed, and we set off acc(n*dingly 
in the yawl. When we came to the spot 
we scuttled it, in order to. see its contents. 
We found it filled with hams, took it on 
board, and returned home. On trial, we 
found they had lost all their saltness ; we 
bung them in the sun to dry ; and dry they 
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did sure enough, for thej became as hard 
as sticks. The Indians would never iaste 
it ; Soraer and I now and then cut a piece 
by waj of novelty, but it was very insipid^ 
I shall now give the reader a sample of 
my courage when put to the test My wife 
and Harry took it into their heads, one 
evening, ^io divert themselves a little at my 
expence. She knew it to be my custom 
sometimes to cut a slice of those hams in 
an evening, to eat with a plantain. As I 
was sitting, as usual, on a stool without, 
smoking my pipe, my wife asked me why 
I did not take a bit of the ham for my sup-^ 
per ? I immediately got up, and opening 
my knife for the purpose, went in to cut a 
slice. These hams were hung a great way 
back in the cavern. As I advanced to*- 

« 

wards the place, whistling as I walked along, 
I was all at once struck with one of the 
^ost horrid sights I bad ever beheld. I 
ran back much faster than I had entered, 
witii my hair quite standing on end. My 
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wife observing me so much alarmed, burst 
into a fit of laughter. This brought me a 
little to myself ; and she then told me the 
secret, and rallied me not a little, saying, 
she wondered white men could be frighted 
at such trifles, who were not afraid of the 
winds and gr«at waters. Having now re- 
covered my spirits, I went in again with 
her to view this tremendous object, for such 
it really was. Harry having got four fire- 
flies, such as I before mentioned, almost 
as large as chaffers, had contrived to fix 
two of them between his teeth, and the 
other two over his eyes, and, thus lighted 
up, had placed himself in a dark corner. 
The light thrown upon his face was of a 
greenish hue, and made him look altoge- 
ther so cadaverous, that I think the stout- 
est heart would have b^en daunted at the 
sight. 

Somer happened to be out when this 
trick was played off upon me. When my 
wife saw him returning, she told Harry to 
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place himself as before. As he came up I 
joined in the frolic, and asked if we should 
get a bit of ham each for our supper ; he 
agreed to the proposal, and I begged he 
would cut a piece fpr both. He £aid he 
would freely, and went into the c^ve for 
the purpose. In a very short time we heard 
him holla, but he did not run back, as we 
expected. This rather alarmed us ; but 
presently Harry came running out in a 
very great fright, calling for assistance. 
We ran in, and found Somer lying in a 
fit. I ordered a torch, and it was near an 
hour before he recovered his senses, not- 
withstanding all our endeavours. I then 
gave him a little gin ; and, when he was 
able to converse, asked him what ailed him ? 

" Oh I donder, donder !^ he said ; " ich 
sail never liven much long.!" 

" What has terrified you, shipmate ?** 
said I, ^^ you stare like one mad.^ 

<< Mine vriend,'' he replied, " I bin see 
von spook for Brandt." 



1 t(Ad hi/tit It was M fi^ncy ; tbdthe httA 
ftAhn ihto a fit, atid I ^tippd^ed he waft 
subject to theto. He iaid, No ; iietef be- 
fore, thdt be kn^w of. I wm\d liow have 
giveh a thousand d<)Ilars this trick had Hot 
b^en tried ; bo^evei*, as the be^ e^pedietit, 
I reeofntriended hiiti td lie down iliittiedi^ 
litelj, and endeatotir to sle^. To ihh he 
Cdhsetlted ; and I ^dVe his Wi^ a chal-ge to 
Wdtch by him, dhd that n6t A itofd shotild 
be said to him of whdt had passed, ^ befdre 

the next thoming. lie slept well, and 
seemed touch recovel^d. I then discover- 
ed to him the whole busirtess^ dnd told him 
1 had been served in the same mannef. 
This toade him easier; but be was not 
tboroughlj convinced till the same Was re- 
peated the next evening, and then all pass- 
ed off very well. 

1 have been always averse to frolics of 
this kind, as very idle and very dangerous. 
Few young people reflect on the conse- 
quences that may possibly; follow them. 



Society may be deprived of a very useful 
member by a suddeir fright. Instances of 
this kind have happened. The nervous 
system may be thrown into such disorder, 
as never perfectly to recover from the shock. 
The gratification which we derive, from 
thus sporting with the feelings of our 
friends or fellow-creatures, is of a malevo- 
lent kind; and it would at all times be 
much bettfiflr to lose our joke, than aida^- 
ger our friend's cor{K>redi or umxt^ hoppAr 

llftiS* 
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CHAP. XIX.. 



It wa? now about the middle of Juljr^ 
when, as Somer and I were on a hill look- 
ing out to seaward, I thought I discovered 
some kind of vessel in the offing. I there* 
fore called for my glass, which Eva brought 
up to me. I was right in my conjecture ^ 
but we were at a loss what to make of her,^ 
as she was under no sort of sail, and was 
too far out to be at anchor. It was about 
noon when we first saw her, and there she 
remained all that day. The next morning. 
I went up again, and found she had not 
drifted half a mile from her first station. 
Somer was for going to reconnoitre her ^ 
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I thought it too hazardous, and objected. 
This seemed to make him uneasy ; I there- 
fore told him, if she continued in that way 
two hours longer, I would consent to go in 
our yawl, to get a more satisfactory view of 
hen With this he was not perfectly satis^ 
iied ; he was convinced, he said, she was 
in distress ; and why should we hesitate a 
moment, when we were called upon by so 
sacred a duty as that of preserving life, to 
give the most effectual and speedy relief ? 
I replied, that his motive did him honour, 
and I would immediately comply with his 
request. I at once ordered Harry to get 
the yawl ready, that we might set forward 
on our expedition. 

I found that my wife was extremely an- 
xious that I should not go ; I therefore 
told Somer that Harry should accompany 
him, giving him a strict charge not to go 
too near, unless they saw an absolute ne- 
cessity of so doing. We saw them go off 
with a light wind ; and^ during their ab- 
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sence, my mind was in a eontlnnal agita- 
tion. Every now and tben I took a fresh 
look out, and saw, to my satisfaetioOy that 
Somer was determined to keep hi« wind of 
her. Soon after I saw them lie to ; and in 
a Itttk time pereeired a small thing put 
from alongside the Tessely and join our 
yawl. My anxiety increased every mo- 
ment I now saw both boats go dongside 
the vessel : and the reader may judge what 
my feelings were whilst they contkitied oa 
board. In a short time they again put offV 
and stood right in fer oar bfty« My im^ 
patience was extreme. To my great satis- 
^faction^ I discovered our people in the 
yawl, and as they came in, i ran dowu 
eageriy to inqmi^ what news. 

Somer eagerly oaHed out for wnt^, which 
was soon given to him. He then told us 
it was a skrop fr<Hai St Jago <de Cuba, ia 
grent distress ; she liad been struck by light- 
ning, winch bad carriped away the mast 
«iboat six fcet jtUrvn the partnere* Two 
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Ib^ulds were struck dead, and they had not 
one drop of water left when they came on 
board, having finished the last the day b&- 
Ifbre ; and the little hrouglit in the yawi 
was a great relief to them. I asbed^ how 
he came to understand tfaera ? He told me^ 
the captain^ he believed^ was^ an Irisiunaii, 
and coutd speak English very well; his 
name was Dennis Organ^ and he begged 
them to give bim atl the assistanoe in their 
power. " H«w many bands are tfaene ^ 
said I. He saMJ^ ^^ three men and a boy.^ 
I thai bid them fill <mr empty keg$ with 
water, and take it ofi* to them^ as it was 
inf»a6iUe for tis to gi«e them any farther 
assistance till the doop was brongfat in and 
at anchor. Sotner said» he iiad gtven thevt 
directions to go fi>r wiler to the ipoii^ of 
Long Key ; which I toJd him was right 

We now t«ok in ^onie «f ouryroivifiiMni^ 
mmA put >off directly. As we got ont of 
the l^oon, we aaw ifaehr boat rowing Air 
the £ey pmnt^ and huniod •ff to ttbem f» 



186 PENROSE'S JOURNAL. 

fast as we could. When we got alongside, 
the captain stood crossing himself and bless- 
ing us, at the same time making bows to 
me. I jumped on board directly, when he 
met and eagerly kissed me, saying, that 
we were angels sent from the holy powers 
(o save their lives. I asked the captain 
how long they had been in this distress ? 
He said, they had been out twenty-nine 
days, and eighteen in distress. They had 
not one spar left; they first got up the 
squaresail yard to the boom as a mast, or 
rather jury-mast, and lost that three days 
after, being carried away in a gale of 
wind ; and now she was become a mere 
log, having nothing more they could make 
use of ; and, if there had been any thing, 
they were so exhausted it would have avail- 
ed them but little. I told him, the first 
thing to be done was to get her in-shore to 
an anchor, and then we would endeavour 
to cut down a tree that should answer his 
purpose. He then asked us down befow^ 
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and offered us Bome aquadrinta. I told 
him we were not used to any strong li- 
quors, therefore begged him to excuse us* 
•' O ho r said he, ^* my dear children, you 
are the first sailors I ever saw who did not 
like a drop of the silly crature.^' I re- 
plied, I could tell him more on that head 
another time. 

As we were conversing, I saw a book on 
the locker, which curiosity tempted me to 
take up ; to my great surprise, I found it 
to be Spenser^s Fairy Queen in English. 
This was the first book I had seen for m&- 
ny a long year ; of which I informed the 
captain. *^ And is it, in troth ?^^ said he ; 
*' why then, honey, I could gratify your 
desire by the fistful ; but first let us be 
getting the sloop to an anchor, by your 
laves.'" This I told him should be done 
the moment his boat returned ; which was 
soon after ; and we towed her into twelve 
fathom water^ and there came to. The 
evening coming 00^ I took my leav6 of 
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tb^niy as I did not ehiue to rematn on 
board all nighty lesl gofiueihiiig might hap* 
pen at home. I asked the captain to ooia^ 
on shore with us, but he declined it^ not 
chiising to lea¥e tl»e sloc^. 

I slept but little tliat night, and, about 
tbree in the nmrning, /utMed Harry, ao4 
bid him call Somer. We then put ofTiLoJirB 
tJbe lagoon, and irere obliged to row to the 
doop, as it was a dead cahn. Thejr were 
all turned out, waitmg our arrival. 

^^ Good momng to yi>u, my dear cri^ 
tatres,^ aaid thn captain^ and long life to 
your We tfien jumped on board, and 
went below, i ofaservad there were on 
txuurd one Spaniasd and two negroes. 

The captain took up a battle, and, hokU 
iog it up to tbe ligibt, said, ^ W^eU, now^ 
what may your name be cdled, I pri^ f^ 

I told jhioi, Penrose, mt ius aenrioe. 

^ Penrose 1" said lie ; " Were you wee 
4m boaod the old Namur, young man ?^ - 
' I onaw^red in tiie n^ti^r 
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« 

^ Wtil, faith and troth then, honey, I 
was well acquainted with one Davy Fen«- 
rose on board thdt ^hip, in the. year ITSS.*" 

« Ydu must knov,'' said I, " that is 
somewhat too old a date for me."" 

*< Faith, and that is true, J believe,^ re- 
plied he: *^ But) however, it^s the same 
thitig, you know ; he might be your elder 
brother."^ 

«' Not brother,'' I said, «* but perhapft 
some relation.'' ^ 

** Oh ! then, by my soul, you don't gaiii 
much credit by your kinsman, joy ; for he 
would be after milling and pilfering any 
one's duds he could lay his hands on ; so 
that some of our knowing lads would be 
after remarking, that he was. a fisherman's 
boy, and each of his fingers a fish-hook. 
But that is neither here nor there ; take a 
little bob of this, honey ,"«^holding out the 
bottle and glass to me. ^ 

To humour him, we took a small quan- 
tity, apd then turtied to and got up the 
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anchor ; leaving the skipper at the helm, 
we got three into each boat, and began to 
tow her farther in. While we were thus 
employed, the old man asked me if I knew 
a good birth to bring her to in ? ** I have 
not been here so many years without know- 
ing that,^ I told him. After we had been 
towing about an hour^ he called the boy 
Perico on board, and ordered him to cook 
us a good mess of chocolate. The sound 
of chocolate revived my heart ; and we 
were soon served with about a pint each, 
and a good Spanish biscuit. We then 
brought her to an anchor opposite bur old 
plantation, where she lay snug enough, in 
about two fathom water. 

When we had so far brought matters to 
bear, I invited the captain and his com- 
pany to our poot habitation. He said, 
*« With all his heart ;^ so, leaving the boy 
to look after the vessel, we came away to- 
gether ; his two people and Harry rowed 
us. We there sat conversing together. 
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I briefly ran over my story ; the old man 
would every now and then cry out, Salvej 
Dominei At length we came to our habi- 
tation. I then took Captain Organ by the 
handy and bid him welcome. The rest of 
our family had gathered round to meet us ; 
but no sooner did they fix their eyes on the 
negro man, whose name was Roderigo, 
than the children ran away, terrified at the 
tight of him ; the women also began to 
move off, as I believe none of them had 
ever before seen an African negro. 

I told this kind old Hibernian, that, 
without any ceremony, he was free to 
make use of our place as he thought pro- 
per; that Somer and I would give him 
every assistance in our power, and that we 
had plenty of those things which were ab- 
solutely necessary to support nature, but 
that for dainties, we had long learned to- 
dispense with them ; when we were a little 
refreshed we would take a walk into the 
wood^ and mark a proper tree for a mast. 
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which Somer very generously undertook to 
make. I took an opportunity to ask him 
what quantity of powder he had on board. 
" Arrah, honey,'' said he, *« it is not long 
since I thought I had too much of it on 
board, when we were singed by the light- 
ning." I told him we had a fine lump of 
ambergrise by us, and if he approved of it, 
we would exchange it with him for powder. 
** Och r said he, " you shall have what I 
can spare, joy, for nothing at all, at ali, 
one good turn deserves another you know, 
you relieved us in our distress, and we are 
bound to return your kindness with grati- 
tude.^ I then presented the women and 
children to him, and as the negro seemed 
fond of the little ones, they soon grew fa^ 
miliar with him. 

After we had dined, Somer, and Diego 
the Spaniard, took a walk in search of 
some sticks to cut for a pair of sheers, 
while the captain and I hunted for a tree 
fit for a temporary mast Having com- 
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pleted ^his business, we returned, aiid ehat- 
tod dver our pipes, a practice he had not 
been aceustomed to these last five years, 
hairing used nothing but segars. He pro- 
mised to present us *with some tobacco, 
•with a little sugar and chocolate. I men- 
tioned twine, needles, nails, &c.^ or any 
thing else he could well sparej most of 
which we afterwards obtained in some de* 
gree. The next day the trees were feUed, 
Somer and Diego went to work on them, 
and in <«bout &ve clays they formed a toler- 
-able mast. 

The captain told me, it was very sur- 
prising they had never, once had sight of 
any vessel during the whole time of their 
distress, being frequently becalmed for days 
together, and that two casks of water wei<e 
stove during the thunder storm in the hold, 
and five long bars of iron fairly melted. 
When they were first struck, he imagined 
•all the people were killed, as they were all 
struck down. Tedro, Gomer, and Mar- 
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4m 'Gahran, iierer revived, and ware com- 
Vtttted te tke deep 4he next ^ay. I in- 
,quired to wlmt plsce they were bownd P He 
sM to a fMirt caUed Madaiina, and that 
iie was himself half owner of tiie (doop^ 
which was about sixty tons burthen, quite 
old, and much out of repair. 

The next day the capt&in and I, with 
Harry aad the negno, went away to the 
/rioq), tricing scMne yams and ixmus for tbe 
boy ^8 use. While we were^n board, I ask- 
ed him to give me a sight of some of his 
books. He called Perico to bring him a 
^uare box; when it came, I was very 
Tnuch struck by seemg the following direc- 
tion on it, done with black jmint 

^* Tt> the care 43f Mr Aaron Manby, 
Kington, Jamaica.^ 

<< This has been prise goods, I suppose,^ 
said L 

<^ Faith and troth and it was all that,"" 
replied th« ciqatain, ^^ they have lain a long 
time at St. J^go^ in an old store, imbeeded^ 



as few or noae oouM read them, so 1 got 
them for a trifle, honej.^ 

I asked if be would part with them, and 
<frhat he woiiM tAe for the whole lamp? 

*^ Why, as to that, mj dear,^ said he, *^ I 
don'^t care miiGh to part wkh them at all, 
do you see, because I know some of my 
acqaaiBtance where I am bound will give 
me a good price for some of them, as 
we* never have any English books come 
among us, but by the wheel of fortune, as 
I may say.^ 

^ Well, then,"* said I, *" will yon take 
the value of fifty pieces of eight, as you 
say you gave but a trifle for them ?^ 

^ Indeed, Mr Penrose, I can deny you 
nothing at all at all ; and so, do you see, if 
you will give me seventy dollars, they are 
yours, and a dieap bargain toa^^ 

Now, though I, you are an okl fox. 

« Well, then, captain,"* said I, « I wiH 
give you in good solid silver the full value 
of seventy dollars ; is it a bargain or not ?^ 
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Shew me the money, my dear,^^ he re- 
plied. ■■ ■ I 
r << As to money, where should I get cash ? 
'but the ' full weight in silver will answer 
your purpose as well.'' 

" Are you upon honour, my jewel?'' 

*< I am," I told him. 
' << Then you shall have them, honeys so 
say no move, but take them with you when 
you go." And to mend the bargain he gave 
rme a bottle of cordial. 

I then called Harry, and, with the negro 

'boy, got the box into the yawl. I was now 

r quite eager to be on shore. Just as we 

were going to put ofT, and waiting for the 

old man who was in the cabin, I was sur- 

' prised to hear the negro talking Enjglish 

*with Harry, and laughing. ^ What makes 

you so merry i blacky?" said I. 

<^ Massa, I was tell your man that the 
".old fellow well paid for those books." - 
. " How so ?" I replied. 
. -^VSecause I was with him when he paid 
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for them, and he gave but five pieces of 
eight.'' 

** Well, welf said I, *** never mind 
that now ; pray-, where did you learn to 
speak English ?^ 

He said he was bom in Spanish Town, 
Jamaica, and was carried off hj a priva«^ 
teer from* Old Harbour, about thirteen 
years ago, when quite a boy. 

"Are you a freeman ?^ 

*^ Yes,'' he said, <* my wife bought my 
freedom ;; she is a Spianish mulatto of Rio 
Madalina." 

When we caitie on shore, I told the cap- 
tain I would convince him of my honour. 
J then produced a quantity of silver in 
pieces, bid him examine and try it till he 
was fully satisfied ; he began to cut it, and 
try the weight ef it in his hand, and ex^- 
claimed, " By the holy St Columb it is 
good plate, sure enough ; and where did 
-you find it.'*'* 
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^' By chimce^ diggiag for turtles eggs^^ 
said I. 

^ Well, then, by the blessed St Patrklt 
jou are a fortunate ma», Mr Penrose^ ta 
find turtles that laid silver eggs.^ 

*^ Welly^ captain^ how shall we weigh 
this plate?" 

<< Leave that to me^ honej,^ sMid he; 

** Not entirely,'' I replied^ " you will 
allow me to havB some little band in it.*" 
Then taking up a piece I asked him what 
he valued that at f About eight dc^Iars ht 
said. Thus we went on till his avajnce was^ 
£uUy satisfied. This done X wrote a re- 
ceipt^ and he put his name ta it. 

We now paid a visit to the OEiastmakers^ 
and brought them down to the eave^ where 
I made them a good yabba of toddy from 
aur little store. We sent the canoe out » 
striking, and in about two hours they rev 
turned wHh a fine mess of fish, which was 
directly cooked. As we wete eatingy^ the 
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otd man asked me if I was a cathoUc. I 
aaswered in the negative. 

<< Ah ! that is jonr misfortime,^ said 
be, ^ but no matter, boney^ if you are not. 
to he saved), that is no faiik of mine y(Hi 
know ; only it is a great j^tj tbat your 
pec^e will be aifter quitting the true and 
only old mother church.^ 

^^ Never mind dat,^ said Somer, *^ don't 
you see how the gocMt Got mack his sun 
shine ^pon all^ you vil neet send us to de 
(tivU^ when we make you von goot mast.^^ 

Tbeotd man seeing himself so much oblig* 
ed to US|» did no4 persist in sending us to 
perditiooy and the business ended amica- 
bly. We took QUdT pipes with some of the 
captain^s excellent tobacco^ and the old man 
went up^ the bitt witb Somer and Diego to 
ae« the work. 

In the mean time, I took the opportu* 
nity to- esiamine my purchase^ and found 
the contents as foiiows :. The Fairy Queen^ 

Fope^s £U9»y^ SpecUlof). S«neca!s MoraIa# 
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Chaucer^s Tales, Don Quixote, Ovid^s E^ 
pistles, Josephusy Anson^s Voyage, Ram- 
say^s Songs, Fox^s Book of Martyrs, a fine 
large old Bible with large clasps. Spectacle 
de la Nature, seme of Baxter^s Works, 
Virgil, Homer, and Horace, and many 
pamphlets unbound. These books had been: 
so much neglected, that the worms had* 
passed through them in many places, but 
had not entirely spoiled them. However,. 
I thought the old captain well paid for 
them, though I would not have returned* 
them for double the money ; and I was so 
proud of my purchase, that I stewed away 
the box with all imaginable care, consi- 
dering the contents as aa inestimable tr6a«' 
^ure. 

« The next day we sent off the sheers and 
a small boom. When the mast was finish<b 
ed, we mustered all hands, and with rollers 
and handspikes gpt it down to the^lagoon 
in two days, from whenceit was towed 
Alongside. S(Hn^ was appointed master^ 
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rigger. The • next day thej raised the 
sheers; on the morrow the boy came in 
and told me that Somer had got the mast 
iDy.andthe captain desired L would let him; 
and the boy go out and strike fish, for themy 
while they got up the shrouds and othen 
things. I dispatched them accordingly, and 
likewise gave them some roots, and what 
el^e I could spare. 

It was above a. week after this before 
Somer had got her any way in readiness -^ 
her main-sail was then to be cut less to suit 
her mast,, which was not so stout as the 
former. . In about a fortnight they got her 
in a tolerable condition; to proceed. We 
then made a kind of feast on shore, and 
were very merry on the occasion ;. the old 
gentleman was quite liberal to us^ giving 
us all be could well apare* They remained 
with us almost a month,living chiefly on pro- 
visions from our plantation, and by fishing 
and gunning. They left with us about thiiv 
ty pound, weight of powder^ about one huiv 
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dred of bar lead. The captain gave our wo- 
men some boxes of mamalade. Th£j had 
a quantity of dry good» on board ^ sere-^ 
sat kinds. He gave me about two^ doeen 
of Barcelona handkerchiefs^ a variety of 
riUbons for the females^ a»d a smalt pocket 
compass^ a thing which gave me great joy ; 
he (ksired Somer to accept of a plane and 
a pair of compasses ; to Hairy he gave an 
hour glaes; with which he was so much 
pleased that he would often lay himself 
down and watch the wh(^ run out before 
he wouhi stir^^ frequently strikimg the glass^ 
to make it run faster, as he believed.. We 
likewise got store ef twiiiey thread, hooks,, 
needles, pins^ two* penknives^ and many 
other articles we stood in meed erf. The 
time now drew nigh that they were to 
leave us. I sefttled with the old man and 
paid him the fall value of every thing be 
ppared us, and refused every compensation 
for our labour ; teUtng him that the relief 
we had the power of giving^ was^ the per- 
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iornaaiiee of a duty onljy. and t&e pleasure 
we reeeived ia bestowing it^a sufficient le^ 
ward. lit fact it was no more than practis- 
ing the lesson we had been so often taught 
bj the poor Indians. 

Matters being thus settled, the old mMOi 
asked me to take a walk with him ; and be 
afddressed me thus : ^^ Mr Penrose, honir 
was it possible for joii to hve so manj. 
years among a parcel of savages in a de- 
sert country F No doubt,.my dear,, jrcm wUl 
be glad to embrace the opportunity et go» 
ing with us V as to the leaTtng tbem, you 
know, they will be in a better situation 
than when you met with them ;. tho^eforc 
ga widi me,, honey, in my doop, and yott^ 
will be a happy man indeed; we have simie 
holy men with us,, who wiU put you in the 
right way, my jewel, and bring yom inta 
the holy diurch,. which will be better than 
qpendiag your time in a wilderness in this 
world, with little chance of better fare in 
awtber^ yott know.*^ 
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I told him, that ^' as to living with 
savages, I could have no very great ob- 
jection, they had treated me kindly, and 
I had received from them instances of 
attachment and regard, which would do 
honour to any state of society. Were there 
no savages in civilized Europe ? I fear 
many and more ferocious^ To the candid 
and simple manners of these innocent crea^ 
tures I was strongly attached: we werci 
united by the obligations of friendship and 
reciprocal regard ; they had fostered me 
with, kindness when I was naked and alone; 
I had taught them some usefol things, they 
had repaid me by their fidelity and by their 
affectionate endeavours to promote my hap* 
piness by every means in their power; I 
would never desert them ; I was perfectly 
contented with my situation-; it w<as true 
we did not enjoy the superfluities of the 
.busy world, but we had none of its wants 
jor its cares ;. we had every thing that was 
needful for the presertation and ^uppoi^of 
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life, with good health, sound sleep, and the 
uninterrupted enjoyment of the greatest 
blessings that - sweeten human existence, 
love and friendship. In regard to .mj spi- 
ritual state, I was resolved to continue sted« 
fast in that i^ligious faith in which I had 
been educated, and that I was well assured 
my friend Somer had made the same reso- 
lution. I had not a wish to leave the 
place; but if hereafter an English ship 
should touch here, and would transport me 
and my family to my native land, the 
temptation might be too great for me to 
withstand. But, my good friend, before 
we part I have one favour to beg of you ; it 
IS that you will keep my residence on this 
coast a secret, particularly from the Spa- 
niards. Our continuing here can be in no 
respect injurious to them, but their know- 
. ledge of my situation would at once dis- 
turb our quiet enjoyment, and drive us 
' from a habitation where we pass our time 
<in innocence and peaceful tranquillity."^ 
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He grasped mj hand, and ^worehj St 
Factriek tliat be would keep aiieiit on that 
subject* and that he would so nttsage it 
with his <nrew Uiat they should be equally 
eantiows to prevent ks being discovered. 
In a fiew hours after this be proposed to 
depart ; we wailed on him to the sloop. 
HaTiAg got up the anchor, I stood pilot till 
they were dear of the Long Key, and then 
vbid tibem a good voyage, returning safe 
back to our old mansion. I trust we per« 
formed our duty by them in every respect, 
:«nd I have little doubt but they made a 
javing voyage of it, as we gave them both 
our pieces of ambergrise, which must hav>e 
. been of great vakie. 

This adventure upon the wbole made us 
extremely happy^ in the opporttmity it gave 
us of reading and bearing the holy scr^** 
tures, which fxroved a great comfort to us. 
After they were gone I repented that we 
bad not sold them the long boat ; but So- 
mer said it fVK)ttld faaye been of no service. 



as they could neither hoist her in or out, 
and to tow her would impede their way too 
much; besides, it was not impossible but 
we might want her ourselves. 

Some months after this poor Somer grew 
very ill, with spitting of blood and other 
bad symptoms, which I supposed might 
have been brought on by his intense appli- 
cation to reading and study. I therefore 
begged him to refrain, at least for a time, 
and wbcstever he had an inclination I wovld 
read to him ; advising Idm, at the same 
time, as we had now powd^, to go out of- 
ten with his gun, or attend Harry on his 
fishing excursions; the eacercise and air 
would in all probability comjdete his re- 
covery. He complied witli aiy advice, awl 
soon became much better. 
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CHAP. XX. 



tiHrteenth tear of my residence. 



It was now the latter end of June; time 
rolled op as usual ; nothing of any conse- 
quence had occurred, except tl^it my schodl 
advanced miich in knowledge; my son 
Owen could read tolerably well, and Harry 
was very forward ; I had in the whole six 
.^holars, all of them very attentive and di- 
ligent, and I kept them to regular business 
every day. One day Somer and I took 
it into our heads to count over our trea- 
sure, for hithefto we had suffered it to re- 
main without notice or regard 4 we began 
with the gold, and found it to amount to 
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iSve hundred and fiftj^seven pistoles; the 
isilver to seven thousand nine hundred and 
forty-four dollars,—a fine sum this to be di- 
vided between two poor ship wrecked sailors.- 

** I trust, Somer,^ said I, " we shall 
make a better use of this treiEisure, even if 
we are ever restored to the world, than we 
should have done had it been obtained by- 
privateering, and we. had continued in the 
courses we then pursued.*" 

He agreed with me in this, and said, 
** Mine vriend, it be best as it is ; we were 
then mad, we are now, I tihk, sober and 
discreet, and every thiiig that has happened 
has been for the best, so we sal bless Got 
and be content.^ 

We now disposed ourselves to be as sa- 
tisfied with our situation as possible; we 
diverted ourselves with various amusements, 
such as shooting at marks- with bows and 
arrows, playing at quoits, setting the young 
'women and children to run races, &c. &c. 
In a short time after, as Somer and I were 

VOL. II. o % 
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talking* l0g0tlier on ^a'Tew lines; I.had heeh 
^dading in Josephus^ the^siubject natitraU j 
'led US' to oensider tbe^BecffiBsUy of ca imire 
punctual and reveitencl obtfervance of. the 
iiSabbath day, pAi'^iciilarljr as we were how 
'furnished < with the holy ^soDiptiires, and 
mother ibooks^ to assist us in oar devotton. 
'He entirely agreed with me^onthe^ub- 
'ject ; and it was ipreposed, that ^ every • Sun- 
day after breakfast 'Weishould readatijniy 
4able,ithe creed, ^ommandmeata^ and Lord's 
grayer; then take a chapter. in: theiBible, 
flbeginaing' with the' firsts . the sanie witliTthe 
)New Testamenty and&porlioAdfrtibejPsalms, 
vto end by singing a psalm, if me icould ac-* 
compHsh it. Somer said 'he ecruld sing se- 
-fceral Dutch tunes, ; add we agreed to> adapt 
them to the words as wdl as we could. 
This being settled, when the. next XiOrd's 
^y arrived, I <desired Harry to collect the 
.ivhole family. When they were. allv met, 
.1 took ;my iplace, and gave them strict 
-tfhar^e not tojnake^ the least jnoise during 
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tiie serciee, which was Ferj solemaly ob* 
served till we came io thepsalm ; tjie par* 
rots thea hegan to hoot and sing at silch a 
rate, as to disturb us grjeatly ; and one of 
our dogs was equaUjr troublesome; this 
was remedied in future by putting the cul- 
prits in durance during the time of our de- 
votional exercises. The serious and solemn 
iiebaviottr of our women on these occasions 
cannot be too much praised> and gave us 
^he greatest satisfaction.' 

Somer now contrived to make me a kind 
of desk to read at ; and we never omitted 
these religious duties, unless we were pre- 
vented by some unforeseen accident. It 
happened one Sunday when we were in the 
middle of the psalm which concluded the 
service, that three Indians, who had tra^ 
veiled by land, walked qp towards thp 
-cave. On seeing how we were engaged, 
they halted an4 stood in a vfery serious at- 
•titude. of attention till^we had concluded 
the ceremony ; they theij came fpr^vard and 
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saluted us in a most friendly manner. Tvfo 
of them were strangers to me, the other 
an old acquaintance, Gaynosanto ; one of 
the new comers was named Owasotas, and 
a kind of half brother to my wife, by two 
fathers, as she expressed it. 

These Indians brought us seeds of to-^ 
bacco from Owagamy, and a piccary they 
had shot. This we got dressed, and it made 
a plentiful repast for our friends. 

I shall now takenotice of something sin« 
gular in regard to the Bible which I pur- 
chased of the old Irish captain. On the 
first unprinted leaf of this book was the 
following memorandum : 

Samuel Shaddon was born May 4th an- 
no 1670. • 

Joseph Shaddon, his son, born in. West« 
I3iinster the 12th August anno 1701. 

Mary Shaddon was born 9th October aD- 
no 1703. 

Nicholas Shaddon bom on the 33d No- 
-Tember anno 1705. 



PENROSE'S journal; gis 

Elenor Shaddon born on ihe 2d June 
anno 1708. 

On the inside the cover was written the 
following extraordinary address: " Tho- 
mas, this is the last and best favour you 
can possibly expect to receive from my 
aged hands; remember it is my earnest 
and solenm request that you will peruse 
this book with the strictest attention. In 
the various accidents to which human life 
is subject,, you may want comfort and con- 
solation ; here you are sure to find them. 
Should friends forsake or the world frown 
upon you, you will here find an ample re-^ 
compence. By the precepts contained in 
this book, you will learn to submit your- 
self to the cbastening hand of your hea- 
venly father ; you will gather from them 
strength and confidence to oppose the evils 
and misfortunes which may impede your 
passage through life, or to mipport your- 
self with christian fortitude and resigna- 
tion, under them ; you wiU learn that the 
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mflittioDs of pr&vidende ar^ixltiinatelj con* 
ducive to your eternal welfare ; for* whoia 
Gtid cfaasteneih, he loveth.*^ Never part 
with it; and if hj constant use it should 
be so worn! as to make it hecessarjr to have 
it cebocnidy preserve the old covers onrwhicb 
this is written, in your family, in remem^ 
braace of the real affection of the donor^ 
and the respect you owe to his meniory,: 
who wishes you all happiness^ 

^^ James Roobrs^ 1719.^ 

About this time, as my wife and I were 
walking on the otb^ side of the plantain 
walk, I desired her to observe a snudl bird^ 
similar, as i told her, to one we had in my 
country of about the same size, caUed a 
wren. Nothing can exceed the beauty of 
these little creatures; they go always in 
pairs, and' though in their shqne and mag^- 
nitude they resemble the above mentioned 
bird, yet their colours are nnicfa. more beaui* 
tifuL Tkej are of ii fine gc^n^ like the 



paifl'Qt; and', under the thfoat is a; large 
spot equal to; the. rubj in colour. They 
ave not very sbyy seldom mounting above 
the low< shrubs, ^e told me her people 
caltedrthem manun^, which signified ' mu^ 
tual love; anamfi whi^hi very well desoribf 
ed their afl^ction for each other, being, in<» 
s^arable<; whierev-er one pitcdbes^ tlie other 
alights by its side;; they bill like pig^ons^ 
and give evei'y indication of the strongest 
aitanhment ta each other. 

'It is with real sorronw I> relate the scene 
which; speedily followed^ As we were ad» 
manng tbem# I observed one- of these little 
iiinooents begia to flutter its wing» and 
cha^erimichy.tiien'runral^g the spray j and 
retura to ils mate. This I at first thought 
expnessive of courtship or fondness ; but 
ahm?tly after, as it flew- down to the ground, 
my wife pointed out to. me a long and very 
slhtt yellow snalnjc^ which wan coiled up 
witfi its head, in the centre erected^ and 
Inlaying its: tong^^ a<& a. |^eat. rate* Tk^ 
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poor little bird would run to and fro, flut- 
tering with its wings, and making a sad 
noise, then fly up to its mate again ; every 
time it came down it still drew nearer to 
the snake, which at last threw itself at 
its length, but still kept its head erect and 
directed towards the bird. My wife as- 
sured me I should soon see the snake- open 
its mouth Terj wide, and then the bird 
would run and plaj close before it, when^ 
the snake would give a dart and take it in% 
However, this I did not believe; as the 
snake was so extremely small that I thoughl 
it impossible, and told her I was sure there 
was no fear of that. However, from the 
increased emotion of the one and the fierce- 
ness of the other, I was resolved to make 
all sure. I therefore seized a small twig" 
with some WMrmth, and struck the snake 
athwart the neck, which broke the enchant- 
ment, and restored my poor little innocent 
to its disconsolate mate, who 4sat all the 
time on the shryb crying^ « chipjt chip>^ 
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trembling, and to all appesnoiceHi a gieat 
agonj. I copgnitiilatcd mysdf on the re- 
lief I had giren to this faithfiil pair, and 
began to feel some componctioB at haTing 
suffered them to remain so long in a state 
of doubtful and dangerous'distress, when it 
was in mj power at an j time to haTe re- 
lieTed them from it. Indeed it was dime 
partlj to satisfy my mind as to the fact of 
fascination, which I had often heard as- 
serted, but nerer had an opportunity be- 
fore of convincing myself by actual expe* 
riment 
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Handsomely printed in one large vol. 4to. with a Map 
and other plates, L. 2, 1 2s. 6d. 

9. THE EAST INDIA GAZETTEER, contain- 
ing particular Descriptions of the Countries compre- 
hended under the general name of the JSeut Indies ; with 
an Account of the Manners*, Customs, Institutions, Ma- 
nufactures, Commerce, Castes, Religion, &c. of their 
various Inhabitants. By Walter Hamilton* Handsome- 
ly printed in one large volume 8vo. 25a, 1815. 

10. CURIOSITIES OF LITERATURE. Consist- 
ing of Anecdotes, Characters, Sketches, and Observa- 
tions, Literary, Critical, and Historical. Fifth Edition. 
2 vols. 8vo. L. 1. Is. 

• 11. GERMANY. Translated from the French of the 
BaroTKss Stael Holstein, New Edition. 3 vols. 8vo. 
L. 1. 16s. 

1 2. MEMOIR of the QUEEN of ETRURI A, Written 
by herself. To which is annexed, an Authentic Narrative 
of the Seizure and Removal of Pope Pius VII. on the 
6th of July 1809 ; with genuine Memoirs of his Journey 
from Rome to FraAce, and thence to Savona, writ- 
ten by one of his Attendants. Translated firom the Ita- 
lian. 8vo. 7s. 6d. 

13. LORD BYRON'S WORKS. The Works 6f 
the Right, Hon., Lord Byron, collected and printed uni- 
'formly and handsomely by Davidson, in 4 vols, small 
8vo. 28s. 

•^* New Editions of the Works complete, and of 
each Poem separately, are printed also in 8vo. 

CHILDE HAROLD'S PILGRIMAGE ; A Romaunt. 
Written during the Author's Travels in Portugal, Spain, < 
Albania, and some of the most interesting parts of 



■Greece. To i^hich are added 'Miscenai}<flR»-Poemf,aiifl 
"Trandlations written cbiefly abroad. 'By. Lord Byrotu 
<Kinth Edition. Svo; ISs. 

THE GIAOUR ; A Fragment of a Turkish Tale. By 
•Lord Byrotu Twelfth. Edition. '8vo. 58. 6d. 

THE BRIDE OF ABYDOS; A Turkish Tdle, in 
Three Cantos. By Lord Byron, I^ighth Edition. 8vo. 
.5s. 6d. 

THE C0R3AIR; A Tale, in Three Cantos. By 
Lord Byrotu Seventh Edition. 8vo. 5s. 6d. 

ODE TO NAPOLEON BUONAPARTE. By Xoril 
^Byron, Ninth Edition. 8vo. Is. 6d. 

' LARA; A Tale. -By Lord Byron, Fourth Edition. 
8to. 5s. 6d. 

ILLUSTRATIONS OF LORD BYRON'S WORKS. 

'Twelve 'Plates, Illustrative of the Poems of LorcH3yron» 
engraved by C Heath and other eminent ArtLits, from 
'the original designs of Stothard. Prinied in 4to. 8vo» 
Bnd smallSvo. 

Price in 4to» Proofs on India paper, £.3 3 
4to. Proofs « . « 2 2 

8vo. . • • . . 1 10 
Small Svo. . . . 18 

PORTRAIT OF LlORD BYRON. Engraved by J. 
S. Agar^ from the .spirited and faithful Likeness by TAo- 
■mag PhiUipt, R, A, Printed in 8vo. and sold separate- 
Jy, to bind up with Lord Byron*s Works. Prints 5s. 6d. 
Proofs 10s. 6d. 

14. JACQUELINE; A Tale. By Samuel Rogers^ 
Esq. Fourth -Edition. Printed uniformly with the 

'Pleasures of iMemory. 3s. 

15. MARM ION ; A Tale of Flodden-Field. A Poetical 
^Romance, in Six Cantos. By Walter Scott^Ms^^ Eighth 

Edition. 8vo. 12s. 



• 16* OSRTRODB OF WYOMING, rad otlKt Pddnsk 
B J Thomas CmmfML SmaU 8t<k 9s. 

17. THS^AVIAD AKDMMVIAD. By IT. Gif* 
fird^ E$q. Eiglitb Bdhioii. Post 8vo. 98. 

18. A SONG OP TRIUMPH. By WOliam Solhi^, 
Btq, 4to. 2s. 6d. 

19. THE MISSIONARY ; a Poem. By the Bev. H. 

Jj. Fowles. ^mall 8vo. Second Edition. 7s. 

. ^..TALAVERA; a Poem, with Notes. Ninth 
Edition, with important additions and corrections. To 
which are now added Trafalgar^ and other Poems. With 
a Portrait of the Duke of Wellington. 4to. 15s. 

21. THE QUEEN'S WAKE; A Poem. BjJamei 
jffifgg. Fourth Edition. 8vo. 12s. 1815. 

.«2. PILGRIMS OF THE SUN; A Poem. By the 
•Author of the * « Queen't WakeJ** 8vo. 7s. 6d. 1815. 

23. AN INQUIRY INTO THE NATURE AND 
CAUSES OF THE WEALTH OF NATIONS. By 
JidOm Sfkithy L, L, D. A : New , Edition, with Notes* 
andean Additional Volume, containing Observations on 
'the Subjects treated of. in the. Text of Dr Smith. By 
'David Muchanan, 4( vols. 8yo. 21* 8s. 

24. WORKS OF BEN JOHNSON, complete: eRr#- 
fuUy collated with the earliest editions, and corrected ; 
illustrated with Notes, critical and explanatory. By 
William Gifford^ Esq, Handsomely printed by BuU 
mer, in 10 vols. 8vo. 

25. PLAYS OF MASSINGER; with Notes, critical 
and explanatory. By William G\ffbrd, Esq. Second 
Edition, with additions and corrections. 4 vols. 8vo. 
L.3. 

26. FIVE TRAGEDIES. Death of Darnley ; Ivanf 
Zamaria and Zama ; The Confession ; Oreiteit By 

William Sothchyy Esq. 8vo. 12s. 



BOOKS PUBLISBBO FOR J. MURRAY, tOKDdVh 

S7. MARMION. A Drama ; founded on the Poem* 
8vo. 4s. 

28. CALAMITIES OF AUTHORS. Including some 
Inquiries respecting their Moral ahd Literary Charac- 
ters. Bj the Author of ** Curiontkt of Literatures^ 
In t vols, post 8vo. IGs. 

29. iiUARRELS OF AUTHORS ; Or, Some Me- 
moirsfof our Literary History. Including Specimens of 
Controversy from the Reign -of Elizabeth. By the Au- 
thor of ** Calamities of Authors^* 3 vols, post 8vo. 
11. 48. 

30. OBSERVATIONS ON THE CORN LAWS. 
By the Rev, T. R. Maithus. New Edition. 8vo. 2s. 6d, 

31. The Grounds of an Opinion on the POLICY OP 
RESTRICTING THE IMPORTATION ' OF FO- 
REIGN CORN ; intended as an Appendix to *' Obser^ 
vations on the Com Lawsy By the Rev, T, R. Malthus, 

' Professor of History and Political Economy in the E^st 
India College, Hertfordshire. 8vo. Is. 6d. 

32. AN INQUIRY INTO THE NATURE AND 
CAUSES OF RENT, and Ihe Principles iy which it it 
Regulated. By the Rev. T, R. Malthus, Professor of 
History and Political Economy in the East India Col- 

. lege, Hertfordshire. 8vo. 3s. 
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